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Thanks so much….
We wish to thank and acknowledge everyone who assisted in the  
development of our newsletter.

Robert Hini, Acting Editor, The Record Newspapers and staff reporters.
Our wonderful photographers including Ron Tan, Miller Lokanata  
and Fayann D’Souza.
Jacinta Jakovcevic, Director, Cathedral Music.            

The Cathedral Diary
Forthcoming activities and events at St Mary’s Cathedral.

JUNE
Sun 15th - 2.00pm Community Singing

JULY
Thurs 24th - 10.00am Catholic Performing Arts Opening Mass

AUGUST
Thurs 7th - 7.30pm WAAPA Concert

Sun 10th - 2.00pm Cathedral Concert - ‘Organum Tremendae’

Tues 12th - 7.00pm National Marriage Day

Sun 24th - 2.00pm Community Singing No 2

SEPTEMBER
Sun 7th - 11.00am First Holy Communion

Mon 8th - 12.10pm Our Lady’s Birthday - Rosary Bouquet

Sun 14th - 2.15pm ‘Ave Maria’ Recital

Thurs 18th - 6.30pm St John of God Health Care 25th Anniversary

Sun 21st - 11.00am Commissioning Mass - New Choristers & Choir

OCTOBER
Sun 19th - 11.00am Confirmation

Tues 28th - 7.30pm Cathedral Concert - ‘Bruckner and Berlioz’

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean and Administrator
St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

From the 
Pen of the Dean
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Dear friends of the Cathedral,

I doubt if many people would realise how a Cathedral functions.  Our Archbishop, Timothy Costelloe, has his Cathedra 
or special chair and Coat of Arms on the left of the Altar facing the Tabernacle.  The word Cathedral comes from that.  
All other Bishops and Priests use the chair to the right of the Altar.  

The Dean has three Assistant Priests. Fathers Michael Quynh Do, John Piumatti and Stephen Ochola.  The Cathedral 
music is superbly led by Jacinta Jakovcevic and other organists, choristers, including a group of young people at the 
5.00pm Youth Mass. 

The Sacristan, Keith Stone, and his wife, Brigid, care lovingly for the Cathedral vestments, sacred vessels, flowers 
etc.  Tony Meyrick is the Cathedral Supervisor and he works very well with me, the other priests and the groundsmen, 
Bradley Barbuto and Phil McLernon.  It is very demanding work to keep everything functioning well. 

The Cathedral volunteers such as Tammy at the Piety Stall and all the others who come often to support the work of 
the Cathedral, Acolytes, Special Ministers of the Eucharist, Servers, Readers, Greeters, Tour Guides and so on all play 
their part.

We have a wonderful band of volunteers who work weekly painting, cleaning etc – they help keep costs down and we 
are very grateful to them.

The Cathedral is an amazing place to work with huge running costs and a constant stream of visitors, many and varied 
Masses, Services etc.  The world is here – people in the Sunday Masses numbering thousands come from Australia, 
Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas.  

If you can help at all as a volunteer, a giver, a benefactor it would be much appreciated.  Gifts are all tax deductible.  
Please remember the Cathedral in your Will.

Our Cathedral functions so well because so many people participate and share their time, talents and treasure.   
Can you?

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

Archbishop Costelloe Celebrating Easter Sunday Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral 
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St Mary’s Cathedral was teeming with life last Monday 
night as the Catholic community of Perth celebrated 100 
years as an Archdiocese.

The date could not have been more fitting, falling on the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the feast after 
which St Mary’s, formally known as the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, takes 
its name.

In the presence of Pope Francis’ representative, the 
Papal Nuncio to Australia Archbishop Paul Gallagher, 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB led a capacity 
congregation in a prayer of rededication of the Cathedral 
and the whole Archdiocese to the care, protection and 
prayer of Mary.

“With this act of solemn dedication or consecration, I, as 
the Archbishop, want to give expression to a fundamental 
conviction of our Catholic faith,” the Archbishop said 
during his homily of the consecration which followed 
Eucharist.

“The writings of the New Testament show us that in those 
first decades after the Lord’s death and resurrection the 
early Christian communities quickly came to understand 
just how important Mary was, not just as the one who 
gave birth to the saviour but also, and even more, as the 
one who through her life of fidelity and faith shows us 
what true discipleship looks like. The words of Jesus as 
he suffered on the cross, entrusting his mother to the 
beloved disciple and entrusting the beloved disciple to 
his mother, came alive as people began to turn to her in 
prayer and experience in their day to day lives the power 
of her presence and of her prayers for them. “

“She showed herself to be very much 
the mother of all those who belonged to 
Jesus, and she continues to be our mother 
and our helper today.”

“At a time when the Church throughout 
the world, and therefore also here in our 
Archdiocese, is in great need of help as we 
face many difficult challenges, we need to 
turn to her again, rely on the power of her 
prayers, and entrust ourselves to her care 
and protection.”

“It is for this reason that what we are 
doing here in the Cathedral tonight is 
so important. Along with the countless 
number of people who have prayed in this 
Cathedral we too want to say, “Hail Holy 
Queen, mother of mercy, hail our life, our 
sweetness and our hope. To you do we 
cry… to you do we send up our sighs. Turn 
your eyes of mercy towards us. Pray for us 
now, and at the hour of our death.”

The Papal Nuncio Archbishop Gallagher 
spoke briefly before the close of 
proceedings, assuring the people of 
Perth of the Pope’s good wishes: “It is my 
honour and pleasure to represent Pope 
Francis here this evening, to speak to you 
in his name and to assure you of his love 
and support and his prayers at this time.”

as the Archdiocese of PerthCelebrating 100 Years 
12th 
Dec
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Project Compassion 2014  Launched at Cathedral

On Sunday 2nd March, Perth’s Auxiliary Bishop,  
the Most Rev Donald Sproxton, launched Project 
Compassion 2014 at a special Mass celebrated at  
St Mary’s Cathedral. 

On Tuesday 4th March, Caritas Australia supporters, 
including staff from the Catholic Social Justice Centre, 
Catholic Outreach and the Catholic Youth Ministry, spent 
time flipping pancakes at the Catholic Pastoral Centre in 
Highgate to mark Shrove Tuesday and to raise vital funds 
for Project Compassion. 

WA students are big supporters of Project Compassion. 
Dozens of students joined Perth Archbishop Timothy 
Costelloe at a forum at John XXIII College, Mount 
Claremont where together they addressed the topics of 
youth and social justice.

Last year Project Compassion raised more than $11 
million. Supporters in the Western Australian dioceses 
of Perth, Geraldton, Bunbury and Broome contributed 
almost $1.5 million towards this total.  

Caritas Australia CEO Paul O’Callaghan said every 
dollar raised and every person who participates in 
Project Compassion helps make a difference in the most 
vulnerable communities.

“This year, Caritas Australia celebrates 50 years of 
love, compassion and support for the world’s poorest 
communities,” Mr O’Callaghan said. 

“In states like Western Australia, the generosity of the 
Australian community has made an enormous difference 
to the most marginalised globally. Support for Project 
Compassion helps to change lives, build sustainable 
livelihoods, and provide healthcare, education and 
supportive, safe environments for all.”

This year, Project Compassion celebrates our shared 
desire to live a full and beautiful life. So, for six weeks 
during Lent, Caritas Australia is inviting us to walk 
alongside those whose lives are threatened by poverty, 
conflict and injustice, and urges us to uphold Jesus’ 
commitment to a life of abundance for everyone. 

“We all desire to live a full and beautiful live. We desire it 
not just for ourselves, but for our own families and for each 
member of our global family.  During Project Compassion, 
we can help to make that full life a reality for all and walk in 
solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable communities.” 
Mr O’Callaghan said.

Since 1968 as a nationwide appeal, support for Project 
Compassion has been the backbone of Caritas Australia’s 
community development programs in 35 countries.

2nd 
Mar
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Ecumenical Vespers –  
for the 200th Anniversary of  
Dom Rosendo Salvado’s Birth

On Tuesday 4th March 2014, the Benedictine 
community of New Norcia invited friends from across 
Western Australia to a memorable evening in St Mary's 
Cathedral, Perth at the opening of a year of celebrations 
in honour of the bicentenary of the birth of their founder, 
Dom Rosendo Salvado.

The soulful chanting of vespers by the monks and a 
congregation of over 800 led by the angelic voices of 
the Penrhos College Chorale made for an unforgettable 
night.

For the Benedictine Community of New Norcia and the 
Yued people, the local Aboriginal people of New Norcia, 
it was a wonderful opportunity to share the bicentenary 
of the birth of New Norcia’s founder, Rosendo Salvado, 
with the Western Australian community.

Rosendo Salvado was a major figure in Western Australia 
in the second half of the nineteenth century. He was a 
leader in missionary work among the Aboriginal peoples, 
founding New Norcia in 1847 and building it into what 
his contemporaries believed was one of the most 
progressive and successful missions in Australia. Over 
his 54 years at New Norcia, this Spanish immigrant monk 
became an abbot, bishop, educator, large landholder and 
public figure as well as a missionary and advocate for  
Aboriginal peoples.

The chance to launch the commemoration 
of the 2014 Salvado Bicentenary Year with 
an event that offered the opportunity for all 
faiths, and no faith, to come together was 
important to the monks.

In presence of the Archbishop of Perth,  
Tim Costelloe, the Abbot of the Benedictine 
Community, John Herbert, led the 
congregation which included representatives 
from many religious orders, political leaders, 
school children, friends of New Norcia and 
people of WA.

The congregation heard story telling from 
Salvado’s own memoirs, listened to music 
by the eminent Australian composer, Peter 
Sculthorpe, written for New Norcia and 
played by the Royal Agricultural Society 
of Western Australia’s Brass Band, and 
they joined in the chanting of thanks giving 
psalms - a tradition followed by religions 
around the world.

The monks will be commemorating Salvado’s 
inspiring life throughout 2014. A special 
exhibition was launched at New Norcia on 
Saturday 1st March which features a range of 
outstanding photographs, artworks, maps, 
vestments and books – many conserved 
especially for his bicentenary

4th 
Mar

Acknowledgement and thanks: Photos by Miller Lokanata.8 9



Chrism Mass

St Mary’s    Cathedral

Stations of the Cross

Passion (Palm) Sunday, the Chrism Mass, the  
Stations of the Cross, the Celebration of The Lords 
Passion, the Easter Vigil and all Easter Sunday 
Masses drew literally thousands of people from 
across the Archdiocese, and many interstate and 
overseas visitors.

Monsignor Michael Keating, Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral said:

“The number of people coming to join us at the Cathedral was fantastic. Many celebrations were packed to capacity, and 
at times people filled the outside piazza areas. It was pleasing to see that amongst the sharing of chocolate and enjoying 
the public holiday,so many people take time to celebrate God’s love and their Faith” he said

We are delighted to present for your enjoyment, some of the beautiful photographs taken at these celebrations.

“Jesus never fails his failing disciples”

Catholics from across the Archdiocese of Perth gathered 
to witness over 180 Diocesan and Religious Priests 
renew their commitment to priestly service in which they 
promised to “be more united with the Lord Jesus and 
more closely conformed to him” as “faithful stewards of 
the mysteries of God” and to also “discharge faithfully 
the sacred office of teaching… not seeking any gain, but 
moved only by zeal for souls”. 

In his Homily, Archbishop Costelloe spoke of his final 
years of formation prior to ordination as a priest, in which 
his lecturer “made a compelling case… not just because 
it seemed to make sense of some of the strange elements 
in Mark’s Gospel, but more importantly because it gave 
expression to a very powerful truth about Jesus as he is 
presented in the whole gospel tradition and in the ongoing 
faith of the Church” said Archbishop Costelloe.

“It is an approach” said the Archbishop, “which has a 
particular relevance for us as priests, and indeed for the 
whole Archdiocese, as we grapple with the many urgent 
and difficult issues which confront us.” He went on to say 
that “the heart of the gospel message, this lecturer and 
scripture scholar explained, can be expressed in this short 
phrase: Jesus never fails his failing disciples.”

The Archbishop stated that “every one of us here in the 
Cathedral this evening experiences failure in his or her 
life. Sometimes this failure is the result of our own sin, 
sometimes it is the consequence of the sins of others, and 
sometimes it is just part of living in an imperfect world. 
Because this is true of everyone here tonight, it is also true 
of those among us who have been called to the ministerial 
priesthood as priests or bishops.” 

His Grace went on to say “As priests and bishops we are 
called to do as Jesus did, to serve rather than to be served. 
We are called to the role and burden of leadership in the 
Christian community, but that leadership will only ever be 
properly exercised if we do so from a position of humility, 
of self-effacement, of total self-giving. It is only when we 
are healed of the opposite, of pride and self-promotion 
and self-centredness, that we will be the disciples we are 
called to be”.

The Archbishop concluded by saying: “The priests of our 
Archdiocese, all of you gathered here tonight and those 
who cannot be here, are an extraordinary group of men. 
We have given our lives to the Lord, and to his people. 
We are men of the Church doing our best to be Good 
Shepherds to God’s people. 

We try to be instruments of the Lord’s presence and his 
love. But we are also fragile, weak and sinful. Tonight, 
as we thank God for this extraordinary gift and privilege 
he has given us, and as we recommit ourselves to our 
vocation, let us not be afraid or ashamed to admit our 
failings, and acknowledge our sins. Jesus never fails his 
failing disciples. He forgives them, he strengthens them, 
he enlightens them and every time they fall he picks them 
up, puts them back on their feet and says to them, ‘feed 
my lambs, feed my sheep’” he said.

The Blessing of the Oils of the Sick, of the Catechumens 
and of Chrism then took place, filling the Cathedral with a 
mixture of sweet fragrances.

St Mary’s    Cathedral

Acknowledgement and thanks: Photos by Miller Lokanata.
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St Mary’s    Cathedral St Mary’s    Cathedral

Stations of the Cross Solemn Celebration of  
The Lords Passion                   
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St Mary’s    Cathedral

Easter Vigil
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St Mary’s    Cathedral

Easter Sunday

Acknowledgement and thanks: Photos by Miller Lokanata.



Catholic Mission Hosts  
High Tea at Cathedral 

Catholic Mission hosted a special High Tea at St Mary’s Cathedral 
on March 6 to celebrate International Women’s Day and to raise 
awareness for Girl-Child Education and Protection projects.

Held in the Parish Centre in the undercroft area of St Mary’s Cathedral, 
guests at the event were enthralled and moved as they heard from 
guest speakers Rabia Siddique and Sister Pat Bottriel SJA.

Sr Bottriel, an experienced missionary sister from the Sisters of  
St Joseph of the Apparition, addressed around 100 women and 
girls at the event. Sr Bottriel has dedicated her life to the protection 
and rescue of young girls from prostitution and human trafficking  
in Thailand.

“It affects you,” Sr Bottriel said about the plight of the women. “You 
have to do something about it, even if it is something small.”

Together with the other sisters of her order, Sr Bottriel has helped 
start a hostel where rescued women receive the help they need. “We 
give them a safe place to stay and we also give them an education so 
we can prepare them for the future.” she said.

Sr Bottriel also acknowledged the work of lay women, stating that 
it’s not just the religious who help in the fight against trafficking and 
prostitution.  The event’s other guest speaker Rabia Siddique is one 
such woman, a human rights lawyer and the first female legal officer 
deployed by the British Army to negotiate the release of UK soldiers 
in Iraq in 2005. Just as she and her colleague were about to reach 
an agreement with the insurgents, 3,000 Iraqis stormed the prison as 
a rumour had been spread that Israeli spies were being held there.

“I could see something burning,” Ms Siddique said. “I realised it was 
a British soldier on fire.”

Following the incident, Ms Siddique’s colleague was awarded 
military honours. For political reasons, she was told to keep quiet. “I 
remembered a nine-year-old girl keeping quiet,” Ms Siddique said, a 
reference to her own experience of sexual abuse as a child. “This time 
I said no, enough is enough.” She successfully filed a discrimination 
case against the British Army, which she referred to as a ‘David and 
Goliath’ case. 

Of Indian origin, Ms Siddique immigrated to Perth in the 1970s and 
attended Iona College. A mother of triplets, Ms Siddique is a strong 
advocate for girls’ education, as well as the rights and dignity of 
women everywhere. 

“Protecting children is an important part of the Church,” Francis 
Leong, Director of Catholic Mission said. “It [was] a very strong inter-
faith gathering and it is also about bringing people together to affirm 
the work of our Catholic sisters.”

Record Number of People  
Choose to Enter the Catholic Church in 2014

Over 200 people presented themselves at the ‘Rite of 
Election’ on Tuesday 11th March in St Mary’s Cathedral 
as they prepare to take their places as family members 
of the Catholic Church. The congregation was swelled 
by sponsors, family and friends as the cathedral bustled 
with joyous music from the choir. 

The Rite of Election was originally written for catechumens, 
i.e. the unbaptised. It has been expanded since today’s 
reality embraces those who are ‘coming home’ to the 
Catholic faith from Christian denominations with whom 
the Catholic community has a reciprocal understanding 
of Baptism. For this reason, the Catholic community in 
the Archdiocese of Perth now uses the fuller term of ‘Rite 
of Election of Catechumens and Formal Recognition of 
Candidates’.  

In the Archdiocese the Rite is set within a Liturgy of 
The Word as the guests of honour – the catechumens 
and candidates – are not yet in full communion with the 
remainder of the Church.

Archbishop Costelloe referred in his sermon to The 
Transfiguration when Jesus’s face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became as white as the light in the presence 
of Moses and Elijah. He spoke of how Jesus’s disciples - 
Peter, James and John – heard the voice of God saying 
about Jesus: “Listen to him”. 

The Archbishop congratulated those present “for 
the courage you have all shown in choosing to take 
this important step in your journey of faith”. As the 
candidates and catechumens were listening to God, said 
the Archbishop, so too must we all continue to listen to 

the voice of God and to respond with obedience. “God 
has been leading you to the point where you have been 
able to say “yes” to Him,” Archbishop Costelloe went on 
to say, “and choose the path of life which he has been 
holding out to you. 

Your courage, your fidelity to the persistent call of God 
in your life, and the faith that you have allowed to grow 
within you, have brought you to this point and you 
should be honoured, and congratulated and thanked for 
your openness to God’s Spirit.”

At the Rite of Election, upon the testimony of sponsors 
and catechists and the catechumens' affirmation of 
their intention to join the Church, the Church makes its 
"election" of these catechumens to receive the Sacraments 
of Initiation. This happened in the Archdiocese of Perth 
in the presence of the Archbishop, Auxiliary Bishop Don 
Sproxton, Vicar General the Very Rev Peter Whiteley and 
the Dean of the cathedral, Monsignor Michael Keating. 

The two hundred plus names of those presenting 
themselves at this Rite were inscribed into the Book 
of the Elect at the cathedral as a pledge of fidelity. The 
catechumens are now called "the elect' or "the illuminandi" 
("those who will be enlightened").

There has been a continual rise over the years of people 
asking to be received into the Catholic Church in the 
Archdiocese of Perth. In 1994 nearly one hundred were 
received into the Church. Twenty years later this number 
has more than doubled with figures generally increasing 
from year to year.

11th 
Mar

6th 
Mar
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St Patrick’s Day Mass 

For many, St Patrick’s Day conjures up images of 
drinking, partying and the colour green. 

But as Fr Laurence Murphy SDS told a packed St Mary’s 
Cathedral for St Patrick’s Day celebrations this year, 
the festive occasion is packed with other hallmarks of 
Christianity. Fr Murphy delivered a moving homily to 
hundreds of people dressed in varying shades of green 
at the St Patrick’s Day Mass on March 17, hosted by the 
Archdiocese of Perth and the Irish Community of WA.

“We have a heritage that we must cherish and foster 
as the years go by,” Fr Murphy told the congregation. 
“But why are we here today? I am here because it is St 
Patrick’s Day. I thank God for friends and family and my 
Irishness; I’m a Dubliner and an Irishman and I am also a 
dinky die Aussie.” Born in 1932, Fr Murphy has been resident in Australia for the past 48 years. 

He acknowledged the importance of St Patrick’s Day to the Irish but he also 
stressed the importance of its Catholic connections to everyone.

“St Patrick’s Day is a celebration of our Irishness but it is also the faith that 
you cling on to and value,” he said. “It’s not just simply about our green but 
it has a message and that is if we can show love and respect for each other 
in the way we greet and speak to each other; if we do this every day it would 
be exactly what St Patrick’s is all about.”

Tradition has it that Ireland’s patron saint was born into a wealthy Roman-
Britain family in the fourth century. At the age of 16 he was kidnapped and 
taken to Gaelic Ireland where he spent six years as a shepherd, finding 
solace in his Christianity. Eventually he found his way back home and 
became a priest. Following his ordination he returned to Ireland and set 
about converting the pagan Irish to Christianity. 

Elizabeth Few, a member of the congregation spoke to The Record about 
what St Patrick meant to her. “He means faith to me,” she said. “I survived 
cancer because of my faith and my love for St Patrick.” Sandra Took, another 
member of the congregation, was also happy to share her thoughts on the 
great saint. “St Patrick brings all the Irish people together,” she said. “He 
reminds me of home.”

The celebrations included a reel from the WA Academy of Irish Dancing and 
a message from the President of Ireland read out by Alan Kelly, Minister for 
Public and Commuter Transport.

17th 
Mar

Acknowledgement and thanks:    
Article reported by Juanita Shepherd, The Record Newspaper
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The Redeeming Act

The Altar looks East into the rising sun, 

Our table of hope and sacrifice. 

A place for contemplation and for psalms, 

To honour our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

The bread and the wine, the body and blood, 

The marvel of Transubstantiation. 

A reconstituted spiritual food, 

Our faith sustained by stark revelation.

Our Lord’s sacrifice relived at each Mass, 

In memory, in ritual, and in fact. 

Our wrongs set right by his death on the Cross. 

His loving and supreme redemptive act.

In his Death all creation was renewed, 

By his Resurrection, we are born a-new.

By Roland Fernandez

The Joyous Ordination of Fr Crispin 

Moments after Fr Crispin Witika was ordained a priest 
on March 21, the front-row pew at St Mary’s Cathedral 
erupted in joyous song and ululating voices.

Zambian sounds of spontaneous and heartfelt celebration 
peppered the priest’s ordination Mass, largely thanks to 
his three nieces and a nephew who had travelled from 
Zambia to share in the occasion.

Fr Witika said without Archbishop Timothy Costelloe’s help, 
their joyous presence might never have eventuated. He 
said it was Archbishop Costelloe’s letter to the Australian 
High Commission in Pretoria, the nearest commission to 
Zambia, that secured their last minute visas.

“When you are in, I wouldn’t say a ‘foreign country’ because 
I’m part of the congregation here, it makes a difference 
when your own blood, your brothers and sisters, are here 
with you. It gives you great joy and happiness,” Fr Witika 
said. Their presence, great in and of itself, was like having 
his late father and ill mother present for the special event, 
the priest said.

Fr Witika arrived in Australia aged 43 from Italy in 2008, 
beginning his seminary studies almost immediately. As a 
younger man, he had spent five years as an electrician 
before feeling called to the life of a lay missionary in the 
Neocatechumenal Way.

He was first sent to Uganda were he missioned for 13 
years, followed by short stints in numerous other African 
countries. He then spent three years missioning in Ireland 
before another three-year stint in Italy. It was during a 
2007 gathering with the then-Pope Benedict XVI in Loreto 
that he felt called to become a priest.

Fr Witika referenced Archbishop Costelloe’s homily when 
asked what being a priest meant to him. “To be a priest 
is not something that belongs to us. It is something we 
are given by God because the High Priest is Jesus Christ 
himself,” Fr Witika said.

“We are participants in the priesthood of Jesus Christ and 
this gives me a lot of respect for this ministry because I 
know that I don’t merit it but that God wills that I participate 
in this ministry, and that I have to give myself completely 
to the people.

“I heard some words from the Pope saying be faithful to 
the Church and the Church will be faithful to you. I have 
seen how faithful the Church has been to me in spite of 
what I am. God has been very faithful to me.” 

21st 
Mar

Acknowledgement and thanks:    
Article reported by Robert Hiini, The Record Newspaper
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     The Cathedral is an amazing place and I am so proud 
as a West Australian that we have such a magnificent 
building. It was great for us to view the building, listen 
to its history and also hear of some of the things the 
church is doing in the community that the public aren’t 
always aware of- e.g. Malaysian airways memorial, charity  
work etc.

The reason we came to the Cathedral is that it forms 
part of the Cultural Diversity Training for Police Recruits 
going through the Police Academy. As part of Cultural 
diversity we teach about different diverse groups within 
our society that can include people from different 
countries, our Indigenous Australians and also different 
religions etc.

As part of that training we try and visit various religious 
places- so far we have visited Buddhist, Sikh and Hindu 
temples, Jewish synagogue, Muslim mosques and of 
course now your Cathedral.

We hope to achieve a few things in conducting these 
visits:-

1.  We take the recruits to an environment that they may 
not necessarily be in their comfort zone and learn 
firsthand about other religions and cultures that they 
may not be familiar with.

2.  By personally visiting these places we as Police are 
showing the members of the community that we are 
open to all sorts of diverse communities and hopefully 
whilst attending get to speak with some of these people 
to get to understand them and then hopefully be able 
to better Police the community.

When we go to these places we meet people from all 
backgrounds, as you mentioned on our visit to you, 
your cathedral caters for a league of nations that come 
together, it is  great that we can see and meet people from 
backgrounds and countries that may be different to ours. 
We hope in the visits we can learn about the religion and 
the people so that we as individuals can be better police 
officers and be better at servicing our community.

Our motto with our Diversity training is “If you want to 
treat me equally you may have to be prepared to treat me 
differently”. So it is so important to get out and learn about 
our community.

Your Cathedral is a melting pot of society, as was shown 
when an aboriginal man wandered across our Police 
photo shoot at the front of the Church. It was great as 
Police that we could include him in our photo. 

It introduced the group to an aboriginal man visiting Perth 
from the goldfields and then enabled the group of officers 
to have a conversation with him and his group of friends in 
a positive way. This is great for Police recruits but hopefully 
it is also positive for the aboriginal people in the way they 
perceive us as Police.

Thanks once again for your invite. The feedback from the 
recruits was how amazed they were of such an incredible 
building and how welcome you made us feel.

Thank you . 

Appeal Manger’s Note: 

It was such a great experience welcoming Sgt John and the recruits to “our” Cathedral. Both Tony and I were so 
impressed by the calibre of these wonderful young men and women. We wish each and every one of them our very 
best wishes for, what are sure to be, bright futures in the Police Service.

We commend the Police Academy on establishing such a valuable initiative for its recruits… 
we, and St Mary’s Cathedral, was delighted to participate.

Thursday 3 April 2014  
POLICE RECRUITS VISIT ST 
MARY’S CATHEDRAL

3rd 
Apr

Police Recruits Visit 
St Mary’s Cathedral 

We were delighted to recently 
welcome Sgt John Ingham and 
30 young recruits from the WA 
Police Academy for a tour of St 
Mary’s Cathedral.  The following 
is an excerpt from a ‘message of 
thanks’ Sgt John Ingham sent to  
Brett Mendez (Appeal Manager) and 
Tony Meyrick, Cathedral Manager, 
who conducted the tour.

3rd 
Apr
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Concert 2
Organum tremendae
SUNDAY, 10th AUGUST 2PM 

Concert 3
Bruckner and Berlioz
TUESDAY, 28th OCTOBER 7.30PM 

2014

I/we wish to make a single gift of

I/we wish to make a monthly contribution of each month for a period of months.

My/our total contribution will be

Please Generously Support
“Our” Cathedral Appeal

Address: 61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003 | Telephone: (08) 9427 0322 | Email: admin@stmarysappeal.com.au
National Trust of Australia (WA) | ABN: 83 697 381 616

I/we wish to make an annual gift of each year for a period of years.

My/our total contribution will be

Please sign here to authorise your donation.

Please provide a tax deductible receipt in the following name

Please sign here. Date
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Cathedral Office
25 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000
Telephone:  (08) 9223 1350
Facsimile:  (08) 9221 1716
Email:  cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au 

Cathedral Appeal Office
61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003
Telephone:  (08) 9427 0322
Facsimile:  (08) 9427 0379
Email:  admin@stmarysappeal.com.au 

St Mary’s Cathedral
Perth,  We s t ern  Au s t ral ia

www.stmarysappeal.com.au
www.perthcatholic.org.au 

www.stmarysappeal.com.au

Weekday Mass Times
Monday to Friday 8:00am

12:10pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday 8.00am

6.00pm (Vigil)
Sunday 8.00am

9.30am
11.00am
5.00pm (Youth Mass)

Reconciliation
Monday to Friday 11.15am to 12.10pm
Saturday 5.00pm to 6.00pm

Welcome to St Mary’s Cathedral, perth
Mass Centres

St Catherine Laboure  
Bedford Avenue, Subiaco

Sunday 8.30am

St Francis Xavier  
Windsor Street, Perth

Sunday 9.30am


