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As one grows older, time seems to accelerate. It can feel as if you are on a fast moving queue to eternity. I reflect on this 
thought, as this Christmas will be a special one for me.

I was Ordained as a Priest on the 22nd of December 1962. For those who are interested, I will actually celebrate 50 years 
of Priesthood on the Sunday before this milestone date, at the 11.00am Mass on the 16th of December. 

I was Ordained in Rome by Cardinal Gregory Peter Agagianian along with 32 others from many parts of the globe – not only 
Australia, but India, several African countries, Thailand, Egypt, Norway, Lebanon, Ireland, Japan, West Indies and Mexico. 

Many have died, some have left the priesthood, but at least eighteen are still alive. I am hoping to celebrate with some of 
them in Rome this January. Please Pray for us and be happy for us. 

The motto of our class was, in Latin, “sacredotium, crux et martyrium, pax et gaudium” which translates as: “Priesthood, 
Cross and Martyrdom, Peace and Joy.” That has been my experience, with much more peace and joy than Cross and 
martyrdom. 

I wish all of you a truly blessed Christmas. This year of 2012 has seen continued growth in attendances at the 
Cathedral and there are signs of this community coming together more and more. Volunteering has increased for example. 

This year, we also celebrate fifty years since the start of the second Vatican Council in October 1962, at which I was 
privileged to be an official (as a Deacon). We had the Latin title of ‘’Assignator Locorum’’ – in effect, I looked after one 
section of the Bishops seated in St Peters Basilica Rome. What a change the Council brought to our Church. 

I have attempted to be a Priest of the Council. I have been happy in the Parishes of Cottesloe, Northbridge, Mirrabooka, 
Highgate, Bateman and now at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

I thank everyone who has been part of our community at the Cathedral. As at my Ordination, I rejoice in the multicultural mix 
of this community. Perhaps in 2013, we can experience even more of the richness of the cultural diversity of our people? 
I would love to see multicultural Masses and Celebrations. It would be wonderful if people from various countries would 
volunteer to try and make that a reality. 

The word “Catholic” means universal and we truly experience at the Cathedral the ‘universality’ of our Church. 

Happy Christmas to all. May you travel safely this Christmas. Please welcome people who come to worship with us and 
truly rejoice in the birthday of Jesus our Saviour. 

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

A Christmas Message 
from the Dean

Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB
Archbishop of Perth

A Christmas Message 
from the Archbishop

God bless you all,

Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral

+Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB 
Archbishop of Perth

Christmas Day  
Tuesday, 25th December 2012

Christmas Day Masses
8.00am

9.30am

11.00am

5.00pm

Other Churches in the Cathedral 
Parish:

St Catherine’s, Bedford Avenue, Subiaco  
Tuesday 8.30am Mass

St Francis Xavier, Windsor Street, Perth 
Tuesday 9.30am Mass

Christmas Eve  
Monday, 24 December 2012

6.00pm Children’s Mass
Children are asked to bring  

a gift of non-perishable food for the  
needy and dress-up as angels, shepherds  

or other biblical figures.

9.00pm Vigil Mass
For people wanting to celebrate a night 

Mass, but find Midnight Mass a little late.

12.00am Midnight Mass
Preceded by Lessons and Carols  

10.30pm – 11.30pm.
 

One of the things I love about living opposite the Cathedral is the fact that, when I am home, I can hear the Angelus 
Bell ringing out each day at midday.

The Angelus is a very beautiful, ancient Christian prayer going back in its present form perhaps as many as five 
hundred years. It is based of course on the scriptures themselves, and on the story of the Annunciation to Mary which 
we find in Luke’s gospel. It is a prayer which celebrates and gives God thanks for the great gift of Christ, the Word made 
flesh, and for the faith of Mary, through whose generous response to God’s word and the power of the Holy Spirit the 
mystery of the Lord’s incarnation, his en-flesh-ment, took place.

We can pray the Angelus every day but it is particularly at Christmas time that its deepest meaning comes home to us. 
Because of Mary’s “yes” to God’s invitation to her to become the mother of the Savior, the Word, God himself became 
flesh and lived among us. It is this which we celebrate each Christmas. As I said in my message to launch this year’s 
LifeLink Christmas Appeal, this mystery reveals to us the extraordinary beauty and dignity of what it is to be human.

On the one hand it teaches us how much we are loved and valued by God. “God loved the world so much that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). On the other hand it 
shows us the unheard-of potential of being human: it is able to be the bearer and the revealer of God himself. “To have 
seen me is to have seen the Father” (John 14:9).

For Christians the annual celebration of the birth of Jesus is a time for gathering with our families and friends, for 
wrapping presents, decorating Christmas trees, singing carols and enjoying special food and drink. We share all 
this with our friends and neighbours, and the people of our towns and cities, many of whom perhaps see little more in 
the celebrations than this. But for us Christmas is, much more importantly, a time to reflect on who we really are and 
who we are called to be by the One who gave us life and who invites us to share that gift of life with others. 

As we contemplate the tiny child lying in the manger we recall that he grew to manhood and gave his life, every day, as 
a gift for the life of others. We recall that he reached out in compassion to those who were suffering; that he reached 
out with healing to those who were broken; that he reached out with forgiveness to those who were in despair; that he 
reached out with love to those who were open to him and to those who were not; and that, in the end, he gave his life 
for us. 

Perhaps most importantly of all, we recall that he did all this because he knew that this was what his Father was asking 
of him. “Truly I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing; for 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise” (John 5:19). 

This is the incredible message of Christmas: that God gives himself to us, fully and completely, and asks us, in 
following his Son, to give ourselves to him and to others, fully and completely. 

Christmas proclaims what, deep down, we have always known: that the truest meaning of our lives, and the deepest 
fulfillment in our lives, is to be found in that attitude of mind and heart which leads us to reach out to others with 
compassion, with healing, with forgiveness and with love. 

The tiny child lying in the manger teaches us that this is what God is like. Because we are made in the image of God it 
is also what we are like – when we are truly being the people God created us to be. 

I wish you all a very happy and Holy Christmas. 
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You are warmly invited to join Monsignor Michael,  
his family and friends,for what we hope will be,  

a joyous and memorable celebration.

The Dean’s Diary
Forthcoming activities and events at St Mary’s Cathedral.

OCTOBER
Sun 7th - 11am Mass - Catenian Mass 

Fri 12th - 7.30pm Disciples of Jesus Covenant Community Mass

Sun 21st - 11am Cathedral Confirmation

Sun 21st - 7.15pm Cathedral Candlelit Litanies 

Thurs 25th - 6.30pm Mater-Dei College Graduation

Fri 26th - 2pm WASO Concert

Fri 26th - 5.30pm Corpus Christi Graduation

Sun 28th - 2pm St Francis Xavier’s Mass

Sun 28th - 7pm Indonesian Community 20 Anniversary Mass

Mon 29th - 10-12noon Veneration of St Francis Xavier's Relics

Mon 29th - 5pm Santa Maria Graduation Mass

NOVEMBER

Thurs 8th - 7.30pm 

Archbishop’s Liturgical Launch for Parish Priests  
and Appeal Representatives of his  
2012 Christmas Appeal for LifeLink

Wed 28th Mercedes College Family Mass Yr 7

DECEMBER
Wed 5th - 1.30pm Corrective Services Mass

Fri 7th - 9am Mercedes Liturgy

Sun 9th - 1.30pm  Personal Advocacy 

Tues 11th - 1.30pm Notre-Dame University

Wed 12th - 6pm Pregnancy Assistance Mass

Thurs 13th - 10am Agency Mass

Sun 16th - 11am
Mass 50th Anniversary to the Priesthood -  
Monsignor Michael Keating

FEBRUARY
Tues 12th - 5.30pm CEO Commission Mass

Thurs 14th - 5.30pm CEO Commission Mass

Tues 19th - 7.30pm Rite of Election

Wed 20th - 5.30pm CEO Commission Mass

Thurs 21st - 5.30pm CEO Commission Mass

MARCH
Fri 8th - 7pm Ordination to Priesthood, Redemptoris Mater Seminary

Saturday 16th - 10am St Patrick's Day Mass

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean and Administrator
St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

A Warm Welcome  
from the Dean
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It is a privilege for me as Dean to welcome you to this lovely Cathedral. Built in various stages since 1865, it is a 
beautiful building dedicated to Our Lady. It is only three years since it was reopened on 8 December, 2009, the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception.

Since then our congregation at the weekend has continued to expand and visitors come all the time from all parts of 
Western Australia, Australia and the world. 

Unique almost to our Cathedral are the meeting rooms, music room and Parish Centre under the Cathedral. More 
importantly still we have a Crypt under the main altar where six of our previous Bishops and Archbishops are interred. 
It is open after every weekend Mass. Also going down the ramp towards the toilets, you will see the Memorial Wall 
where the main donors to the Cathedral renovations are recognised. 

If you would like to be on the Memorial Wall or would like relatives and friends to be remembered, please contact the 
Cathedral Conservation and Completion Appeal on 9427 0322 or speak to me on 9223 1356.

We still owe over $1 million dollars on the Cathedral and your tax deductible donations would be most appreciated. 
Please remember the Catholic Appeal also in your Will – running costs for this outstanding sacred building are huge.

God bless you and yours.

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

Monsignor Keating, joined by Archbishop Costelloe, introduces our magnificent Cathedral to visiting US Army Marines and Father Keith J Schuley - April 2012

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating  
will celebrate his 

Golden Jubilee,  
50 years a Priest, 

at St Mary’s Cathedral

Editors Note - Special Invitation

Congratulations Monsignor!
of Priesthood

Date:  16 December 2012 
Time:  11.00am 

See Page 12 for Monsignor’s Tribute
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27th 
April

‘Spiritus’ –  
The Cathedral Concert Series 
Kicks Off for 2012
St Mary’s Cathedral’s Concert Series for 2012 kicked off 
with a wonderful concert to celebrate Pentecost and the 
launch of the Year of Grace. 

The candle-light concert was presented by the  
St Mary’s Cathedral Choir, processing throughout the 
Cathedral singing a varied programme ranging from 
ancient Pentecost chants to modern compositions. 

This concert also featured organ solos performed by 
Jacinta Jakovcevic, Director of Cathedral Music and 
Principal Organist including an organ piece of Dietrich 
Buxtehude, a German composer 1637-1707.

Played as an organ duet by one player (yes, a duet for one) 
the organs answer each other in a type of ‘conversation/
debate’ and end up happily agreeing with each other.

Approximately 250 guests attended this first Concert and 
were very attentive throughout the presentation, taken 
with the very special ambience created in the Cathedral 
with the candlelight and subtle lighting effects. 

25th 
May

US Sailors Show Support 
for St Mary’s Cathedral

A contingent of US sailors from the 95,000-tonne aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson and the guided-missile cruiser 
USS Bunker Hill, generously volunteered a day of their 
shore leave to help paint the historic wrought iron fence of 
St Mary’s Cathedral.

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB and Rev Monsignor 
Michael Keating, warmly welcomed US Military Chaplain, 
Father Keith J Schuley, and his band of eager volunteers.

Archbishop Costelloe, as part of his greeting, said:  
“I have never been to America and hope to get there one 
day, but this is a very special thing for me and I am thrilled 
to be able to welcome you all.”

Father Schuley presented Archbishop Costelloe and 
Monsignor Keating with a USS Carl Vinson baseball cap 
and also presented the Archbishop with a ‘skateboard’ – 
a flat wooden likeness of their ship’s deck and a coin from 
Admiral Shannon who unfortunately could not be present 
on the day. 

The plaque on the skateboard read: “from the crew of 
the USS Carl Vinson to congratulate Archbishop Timothy 
Costelloe on your installation as Archbishop of Perth, 
presented on 27th April 2012.”

Prior to leading the sailors on a tour of the Cathedral, 
Monsignor Keating, said: “We are blessed in a special 
way and delighted to meet you all”. After admiring ‘our’ 
magnificent Cathedral, the sailors were ready for some 
hard work. They donned protective white overalls to assist 
Cathedral parishioners and staff in cleaning and painting 
the Cathedral fence and tidying the garden.

US sailor Joanie Daniels said: “We are here to help out 
and clean up. It’s a beautiful day and I can’t wait to get 
started.” 

Sailor Sriphaichitr Sunslip added: “This is my first time to 
Perth and the people are really nice and welcoming, it’s 
so good that I actually want to move here.”

Stories, images and article excepts, courtesy of  
The Record Newspaper and Rev Fr Robert Cross

The Cathedral Choir sings some Pentecost versicles with two 
Cantors leading: Gregory Bannan and Michael Allpress.
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On Sunday the 27th of May 2012, Archbishop Costelloe 
was joined by Bishop Sproxton, Priests and parish 
representatives across the Archdiocese, and parishioners 
gathered at St Mary’s Cathedral for the evening Youth 
Mass, to celebrate the official launch of the

27th 
May

In his moving Homily, the Archbishop said the Year of Grace 
was all about focusing our eyes on Jesus, contemplating 
His face and experiencing His saving Grace. He said: 
“Tonight, as we celebrate Pentecost Sunday and together 
launch the Year of Grace, it is good for us to remember 
what it means to be the Church. It means to be a group of 
people who are determined to be disciples of Jesus, and 
who are willing to try to be as faithful as we can, in spite of 
our many failings and setbacks. 

It means to be a people who are gathered together, joined 
in continuous prayer, united around the apostles and now 
their successors, with Mary the Mother of the Lord in our 
midst, and constantly waiting for, and open to, the gift of 
God’s Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus. 

“Let us all, tonight, commit ourselves to starting afresh from Christ”.Archbishop Launches  
Year of Grace

It means to be a people who know that 
our greatest treasure is Christ, that we are 
nothing without him, and that he, and only 
he, is the precious gift we have to offer to 
our world”.

The Archbishop concluded his Homily by 
saying: “As individual Christians and as the 
Catholic Church here in the Archdiocese of 
Perth, we are all being invited to once more 
turn our eyes to Christ, to fix our gaze on 
him, to allow him to take us by the hand and 
lead us through the storms of our lives to 
safety and to peace.

Let us all, tonight, commit ourselves 
to starting afresh from Christ”.
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Top to bottom:  Sr Veronica Martin,  
 Mr John Sullivan, Sacred Heart College, Sorrento  
 Sr Madeleine Barlow, Province Leader.

On 17 June 2012, St Mary’s Cathedral hosted the 
celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
Congregation of Our Lady of the Missions.

This special Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Timothy 
Costelloe SDB and Auxiliary Bishop, Donald Sproxton, and 
concelebrated by Fr Peter Bianchini and Fr Leon Russell, 
two long-time friends of the Sisters. 

More than 40 Archdiocesan Priests, with whom the Sisters 
have worked over the years, were joined by representatives 
of Religious Orders, Associates of the Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Missions, families and friends of the Sisters, who 
came from as far as the Kimberley, Victoria and NSW - 
more than 500 guests in total.

Sister Madeleine Barlow RNDM, Province Leader, 
welcomed the Congregation and announced each school 
as representatives and Principals walked in Procession 
with their school’s banner. This was followed by a reflection 
on the life and vision of the Foundress, Euphrasie Barbier. 

The Sacred Heart College Choir and the St Therese 
Vietnamese Catholic Choir, together with dancers from  
St Benedict’s Primary School in Applecross, helped make 
this a truly wonderful and joyous celebration.

Following Mass, guests enjoyed afternoon tea served in 
the Cathedral Parish Centre.

17th 
JuneCongregation of  

Our Lady of the Missions RNDM 
Celebrate 150 Years of Service

1861 - 2011

Left to right: Sr Frances Wilson, Sr Anne Noonan, Sr Patricia Byrne, Sr Mechtilde Lane, Sr Veronica Martin, Sr Regina Naisbitt,  
Sr Madeleine Barlow (Province Leader), Sr Shelley Barlow and Sr Marie Therese Ryder. 

Congregation of Our Lady  
of the Missions:

Euphrasie Barbier (Mother Mary of the Heart of Jesus) 
and Sister Mary Wilfrid received the Holy Habit and the 
Canonical Novitiate of the Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Missions was established on Christmas morning 1861, 
in Lyon, France.

Euphrasie Barbier’s dream that the Order would send 
missionaries to foreign lands was realised 3 years 
later, when she sent 4 French Sisters to open the first 
mission of the Congregation in Napier, New Zealand. 
Many more houses were established in New Zealand, 
England and Bangladesh before Euphrasie died in 
1893.

In 1897, at the invitation of Matthew Gibney, Bishop 
of Perth, five Sisters arrived from New Zealand and 
established a Convent and School at Highgate. This 
was to become Sacred Heart Primary School (which 
still welcomes students today) and the Sacred Heart 
Secondary College, which was moved to ‘the sand-
dunes’ of Sorrento in 1967. 

Today, there are 1000 Sisters in the Congregation in 
23 countries including:- France, Italy, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Vietnam, 
Philippines, Canada, Peru, Bolivia, Kenya, Senegal, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. From 2008 – 2011, 
RNDM Missions have been opened in South Sudan, 
Laos, Taiwan, Thailand and Kazakhstan.

The Cathedral Community Singing has been gaining in 
popularity during 2012; it’s a wonderful opportunity for 
singers and non-singers alike to gather for a fun-filled 
afternoon of singing and socialising. 

One of the best aspects of this event is having people 
along who have never sung before, and giving them 
the opportunity to discover the expressive and healing 
nature of singing in a supportive, fun environment. 

This year, the Cathedral has held successful Community 
Singing events in June and September.

In December, the programme will feature Advent and 
Christmas music – carols, songs, classic pieces – 
including some Advent and Christmas chants sung in 
the Cathedral, and of course, the celebrated ‘Hallelujah 
Chorus’ sung with the Cathedral’s historic Dodd organ 
– just as it would have sounded 100 years ago!

You are warmly invited to register now at:  
cathedral.music@perthcatholic.org.au 

Tickets are just $12 or $8 for concession holders. 
Proceeds go towards the St Mary’s Cathedral 

Fundraising Appeal.

So come and join us for the fun... and help 
support your Cathedral.

Everyone is Welcome  
to join us for the Cathedral 
‘Christmas Community 
Singing’

Sunday 2 December,  
2.00pm - 4.00pm
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His father followed in the footsteps of his father 
(Michael’s grandfather) who owned and operated 
McLean & Keating Tailors. Some years after the 
second World War, following the growing popularity 
of ready-to-wear suits, his father left the tailoring 
business and built a career in real estate.

Michael’s mother, Ursula, regarded as a beautiful 
and gracious women by all who met her, was well 
known within the Catholic community. She was an 
active member of the Catholic Women’s League and 
various other Catholic bodies such as the Legion of 
Mary.

Michael’s early schooling was provided by the 
Brigidine Sisters at the Convent Primary School in 
Subiaco. At age 11, following his family’s move to 
South Perth, he attended Aquinas College. The family 
relocated to Nedlands where his sisters went to 
Loreto Convent and Michael’s secondary education 
would be undertaken at the St Louis Jesuit School. 
St Louis later became known as John XXIII College 
when it amalgamated with Loreto Convent. Though 
only a one-stream school, St Louis has had a big 
influence on the Church of Perth. 

Michael’s parents, had a deep Faith and love of the 
Church. His Great Aunt was a Sister of Our Lady of 
the Missions and he loved serving as an Altar boy at 
St Joseph’s Subiaco and Holy Rosary Nedlands. It 
came as no surprise when he announced, at a very 
early age, that he wanted to become a priest. He 
attended St Charles Seminary in Guildford until 1959, 
when he was advised that Archbishop Prendiville 
was sending him to Rome to complete his studies. 

He attended Propaganda Fide College in Rome from 
1959-1963. He loved the Vatican, its many Churches, 
the food, the culture and still loves returning to Rome 
on pilgrimages. 

Michael was Ordained a Priest on 22 December 
1962. He was ordained with 32 others in the College 
of Propaganda Fide Rome by Cardinal Gregory 
Peter Agagianian. It was a joyous day made even 
more special by the attendance of his father, mother 
and his sister Pauline. Gabrielle was pregnant with 
her third child Michelle who was born soon after 
Michael’s ordination.

Monsignor Michael John Keating

Golden J ubilee
Michael John Keating was born at the St John of God Hospital in 
Subiaco, Perth, on the 18th of January 1940, lovingly welcomed into the 
world by his parents, Leonard and Ursula KEATING (nee JOHNSTON). 
He has two sisters Gabrielle Galvin and Pauline Logan, eight nieces 
and nephews (all married) and twenty great nieces and nephews. He is 
very close to his family and very grateful for their loving support.

The family lived at Harborne Street, Wembley, which would be the 
family home for the first eleven years of young Michael’s life, which he 
recalls as “a happy time which holds many fond memories for me and 
for my sisters”.

of Priesthood

Monsignor Keating pictured with his mother, Ursula, sister, Pauline and father, Leonard - Ordination, Rome, Dec 22 1962.

Monsignor Keating as a baby with his father, Len and  
sister, Gay - 1940

Monsignor Keating at 7 years of age with his sister, Gay (10) - 1947

Gabrielle, Pauline and Michael
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Monsignor Keating meets Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II 

Father Michael was delighted and 
excited to be granted the honour as 
a Deacon of acting as an Official at the Second Vatican 
Council Rome (1962) where he served the gathered 
Bishops in St Peter’s Basilica. Fr Michael was fortunate 
to be in Rome for all four sessions of the Second Vatican 
Council. 

Following his ordination, Father Michael undertook post 
graduate studies at the Urbaniana University and resided 
at St Peters College, Rome, from 1963-1966. Upon 
completion of his studies, he returned to Australia, having 
spent two summers in the United States and one travelling 
around Europe.

Father Michael has served at the following parishes:

St Mary Star of the Sea, Cottesloe (1966-1972)

St Brigid’s, Northbridge (1972-1974)

St Gerard’s, Mirrabooka (1974-1984)

Sacred Heart, Highgate (1984-1993)

St Thomas More, Bateman (1997-2009)

St Mary’s Cathedral (2009-current)

In 1982 he was appointed a Monsignor. Monsignor 
Keating served as Vicar General from 1984-2000 for both 
Archbishop Foley and Archbishop Hickey, undertaking the 
role full-time from 1993-1997.

Monsignor Keating holds the following 
Degrees: 

•	 Bachelor & Licentiate in Theology, 
•	 Bachelor, Licentiate & Doctorate in Canon Law 
•	 Honorary Doctorate of Laws, Notre Dame University - 2007

In addition to his parish pastoral work, Monsignor Keating 
has served, and continues to serve, on various Committees 
and Boards which include the following:-

Judicial Vicar, Province of WA

Notre Dame University – Trustee and Governor 
 (1991-current)

Chairman, Catholic Education Commission 
 (2002-current)

Chairman, Archbishop’s Finance Committee 
 (2002-current)

Chairman, Cathedral Restoration Fund-raising 
Committee  (1996-current)

A little known fact is that during his time as an Assistant 
Priest at Cottesloe, Monsignor Keating established the 
organisation “Christian Holiday Homes Inc” which afforded 
literally thousands of children the chance of enjoying what 
was for most, their very first real holiday adventure by 
the sea. Monsignor recalls that “so many people gave so 
generously to make this possible. In 1971, my first ever 
appeal at Cottesloe raised more than $3000 in a matter 
of days”. 

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
will celebrate his 

Golden Jubilee,  
50 years a Priest, 

at the 11.00am Mass  
at St Mary’s Cathedral  

on 16 December 2012. 

Priesthood
is Cross, Martyrdom, Peace and Joy

When asked what his reflection on reaching this milestone 
was, he said: 

    My Ordination Class’s motto was ‘Sacerdotium, Crux et, 
Martyrium, Pax et Gaudium’. In English, this translates as 
‘Priesthood, Cross and Martyrdom, Peace and Joy’.

I think this sums up my life as a Priest. For the majority of 
the time, it has brought me great peace and joy, and at 
other times, it has meant facing many challenges. 

One of the greatest privileges of my life was to be with 
both my parents at the moment they died. Mum in 1977 
and Dad in 1999. I am very grateful to my family, to the 
Archbishops, Bishops and Priests who have been kind to 
me and the many people I have met on the journey. 

Please pray for me,

Monsignor Keating meets Pope John XXIII - 1962 Monsignor Keating meets Pope John Paul II

Left: Ordination Photo - December 22, 1962

Archbishop Hickey installs Reverend Monsignor Michael Keating as Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral - 2009

Gabrielle, Michael and Pauline
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Ordination of  
Rev Fr Harry Entwistle

On Friday 15 June 2012 in St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth, Reverend Harry Entwistle was  
Ordained to the Priesthood by the Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB, Archbishop of Perth.

The Cathedral welcomed Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett of the 
Lismore Diocese, Bishop Peter Elliot, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Melbourne, Bishop Donald Sproxton, many clergy from 
the Archdiocese of Perth as well as family and friends of 
the newly ordained Fr Entwistle. 

Traditional Anglican Community Archbishop, the  
Most Reverend John Hepworth later expressed his 
goodwill and support and said that he looked forward to 
the day when the Church would be without division and 
speak with the one voice of Christ. 

Immediately prior to the Ordination Mass, approximately 
40 members of the Traditional Anglican Community were 
received into the Catholic Church by Rev Monsignor Kevin 
Long. Fr Entwistle was himself received into the Church 
at St Charles Seminary, where he was also Ordained a 
Deacon by Archbishop Costelloe.

After the announcement of the Ordinariate, Archbishop 
Costelloe was pleased to read a Decree from  
Pope Benedict XVI announcing that Reverend Father 
Harry Entwistle had been appointed the Ordinary of the 
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross by  
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.

This announcement was greeted with great joy by the 
new members of the Ordinariate. Fr Entwistle will be 
based in Perth but will be responsible for the Ordinariate 
throughout Australia. 

In a media statement prior to the Ordination, Archbishop 
Costelloe said he welcomed the announcement of the 
establishment of the Ordinariate for groups of Anglicans 
who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic 
Church while retaining elements of their own Anglican 
patrimony. 

Archbishop Costelloe said: “Those people from the 
Anglican tradition who have decided to avail themselves 
of the opportunity afforded to them by Pope Benedict XVI 
have done so after a long period of careful and prayerful 
discernment.

“The Catholic community will welcome them with great 
joy and generosity of spirit. We look forward to fully 
sharing with them the richness of our faith. At the same 
time we hope to gain from the witness of their own faith 
and the beauty of their liturgical and spiritual traditions, 
which they will bring with them.”

15th 
June

Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett, Bishop Peter Elliott, Fr Harry Entwistle, Archbishop Timothy Costelloe and Auxiliary Bishop Donald Sproxton

Catholic Performing Arts 
Festival Mass
The annual opening Mass for the Catholic Performing Arts 
Festival was joyously celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral  
in July.

The Performing Arts Festival for Catholic Schools & Colleges 
in Western Australia was established to help the students 
of Catholic schools and colleges experience the spirit and 
tradition of the performing arts.

The Festival seeks to provide students with specific 
‘performance platforms’ where they have the unique 
opportunity to give of their very best and perform to a public 
audience. 

Open to both primary and secondary school students, the 
performance categories encompass choral, drama, musical, 
instrumental, vocal and dance aspects of the performing 
arts. Approximately 18,000 students enter the festival each 
year.

Each year, a different school provides music for the Opening 
Mass. This year, a combined choir of Trinity College 
and Mercedes College sang accompanied, as usual, by  
Jacinta Jakovcevic, Director of Cathedral Music and 
Principal Organist, on the Cathedral’s Chancel Organ.  
Dr Robert Braham conducted. 

The Festival culminated with a Final Concert staged at the 
Perth Concert Hall on Monday 17th September 2012.

Editor’s Note: Congratulations to both Emma and 
Matthew, for winning the Vocal Section of 
the Performing Arts Festival Competition.

26th 
July

Below, 4th and 5th from right: Soloists who sang so beautifully 
during this Mass, Emma Oorschot from Mercedes College 
and Matthew Dixon from Trinity College. 
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The Archbishop joyously celebrated his first public 
Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral following his return 
from Rome, where he was vested with the Pallium by  
Pope Benedict XVI. During his Homily, the Archbishop 
spoke about the significance of the Pallium. 

He said: “As many of you know, I have just returned 
from Rome where, together with 43 other newly 
appointed metropolitan Archbishops, I received the 
Pallium from the Holy Father. The Pallium, which I 
am wearing today around my neck, is a very simple 
garment, but it is full of significance. As you can see 
it is rather like a woollen scarf which has a number of 
crosses embroidered on it.

It is woven from wool which comes from lambs 
blessed by the Pope earlier in the year on the Feast 
day of Saint Agnes. Once the Pallia have been made, 
they are placed on the tomb of Saint Peter on June the 
28th, the eve of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, and 
they rest there overnight until the Pope places them 
on the shoulders of the new Archbishops at a special 
Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica the following morning.

As the Holy Father placed the Pallium on my 
shoulders, and I was able to assure him of the 
affection and the loyalty and the prayers of 
the Catholic people of our Archdiocese and of 
Western Australia, I found myself reflecting on 
the mystery of God’s call in my own life and of 
the presence of his grace at work in me. 

8th 
July

Archbishop Receives Pallium from Holy Father

Photo credit: Courtesy, The Record/L’Osservatore Romano

After all it is His grace, and nothing else, that 
enables any of us to respond to him with fidelity 
and with love – even if our fidelity is sometimes 
betrayed by our infidelity and our love is sometimes 
betrayed by our indifference.

The Pallium is given many different meanings 
but one which makes a lot of sense I think is the 
idea that it symbolizes the sheep which the Good 
Shepherd carries on his shoulders. We all know the 
parable of the lost sheep. Jesus tells us that the 
Good Shepherd will leave the ninety-nine sheep 
and go in search of the one that is lost. And when 
he finds it he places it on his shoulders and carries 
it home to the fold.

In the context of Jesus’ own time and place, this 
can seem a very foolish thing to do. Once the 
shepherd goes off in search of the lost sheep, who 
is left to look after the ninety nine? What is to stop 
them wandering off in all directions and getting lost 
themselves? The shepherd runs the risk of finding 
the one lost sheep but losing all the others in the 
process. From a common-sense point of view, and 
from an economic point of view, it would be much 
better for the shepherd to stay with the ninety-
nine and resign himself to the unfortunate loss of 
the one sheep. But this of course is a parable and 
Jesus has a very important point to make. 

When it comes to the relationship between God 
and his people, between God and us, such things 
as common sense and economic prudence simply 
have no place. The only factor to be taken into 
account is love. Just as the shepherd will go to 
any lengths to find the lost sheep, even when it 
seems foolish to do so, so the Lord will never give 
up on us, even when our lives are more marked 
by infidelity than by fidelity, by indifference than by 
love. 

As the Holy Father said to us in his Homily in 

Saint Peter’s just over a week ago, “the Church 
is not a community of the perfect, but a 
community of sinners, obliged to recognize 
their need for God’s love, their need to be 
purified through the cross of Jesus Christ.” It 
is because of God’s love for us that he never gives 
up on us, even when we give up on him”.

Archbishop Costelloe called on the people of the 
Archdiocese to be ‘Good Shepherds’ to each 
other, and asked for their prayers that he might be 
the Good Shepherd for them.
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3rd 
Oct

The Knights of the Southern Cross WA was 
one the first significant Catholic organisations 
to pledge support for the historic Restoration 
& Completion of St Mary’s Cathedral. 

It was early December 2006, prior to the 
official appeal launch which was to be held 
on the 15th of March 2007. 

Emeritus Archbishop Barry Hickey,  
Auxiliary Bishop Donald Sproxton and  
Rev Monsignor Michael Keating, invited 
members of the State Council of the Knights 
and senior representatives of its commercial 
operations, Knicross Enterprises Pty Ltd, 
to a special morning tea at the Presbytery, 
and made a personal and enthusiastic 
presentation on both the Cathedral project, 
and goals for the fundraising appeal. 

The Order was asked to demonstrate 
its support by making a ‘substantial 
contribution’. 

On the 20th December 2006, then State 
Chairman, Mr Peter Lewis, wrote to His 
Grace and confirmed that “the Membership 
has agreed to pledge $1 million specifically 
for the restoration and additions to the Dodd 
organ, which will be provided by regular 
contributions over a six year term”.

On 3 October 2012, current State Chairman, 
Mr George Sekulla and Mr Rod McAtee, State 
Executive Officer of the Knights of the Southern 
Cross, met Monsignor Keating at St Mary’s 
Cathedral to present a cheque for $100,000 – 

the final pledge contribution 
towards the Orders overall gift 

of $1 million.

Mr Sekulla when presenting the cheque to 
Monsignor Keating said: “This was a significant 
undertaking by members of our Order and we 
are truly delighted, as the ‘Bishops Men’, to 
have been a part of such a magnificent project. 
Just look at what has been achieved - we have 
helped to achieve the dream of completing 
St Mary’s Cathedral and what a magnificent 
Cathedral it is.

As a lay Order of substance with a significant 
role to play in today’s Church, our members 
were absolutely committed to honouring our 
pledge, an opportunity for us to demonstrate 
leadership to the Catholic and wider community. 

When men and women of Faith work together, 
there is nothing that cannot be achieved.” 

Monsignor Keating, in response, said: “As Dean 
of St Mary’s Cathedral and Chairman of the 
Cathedral Appeal, I wish to express my heartfelt 
thanks to every member of the Knights of the 
Southern Cross WA for their wonderful support.

There is no question that your collective 
leadership and generosity, at the very start of 
our appeal journey, provided the inspiration 
which encouraged many others to be equally 
as supportive and generous. You are to be 
congratulated, one and all”.

Knights of the Southern Cross WA Complete Pledge to Cathedral

Thank  You
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I/we wish to make a single gift of

I/we wish to make a monthly contribution of each month for a period of months.

My/our total contribution will be

Please Generously Support
“Our” Cathedral Appeal

Address: 61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003 | Telephone: (08) 9427 0322 | Email: admin@stmarysappeal.com.au
National Trust of Australia (WA) | ABN: 83 697 381 616

I/we wish to make an annual gift of each year for a period of years.

My/our total contribution will be

Please sign here to authorise your donation.

Please provide a tax deductible receipt in the following name

Please sign here. Date

Public Tours of Cathedral Prove Popular
The Cathedral Volunteer Guide Group, in collaboration 
with Cathedral staff, have conducted private tours of  
St Mary’s Cathedral for over twelve months now, however 
these tours had to be pre-booked.

Based on the number of requests received from the many 
visitors who come to enjoy ‘our’ magnificent Cathedral, 
Monsignor Keating approved the establishment of a 
special one hour tour for members of the general 
public, which would commence at 10.30 am each and 
every Tuesday. 

In lieu of a fee, a $5 donation per person is requested – 
strictly voluntary of course. So what happens during the 
Tours? 

The Guides endeavour to explain the varying stages of the 
Catholic Church’s development in Western Australia, and 
of course the Cathedral’s own developments spanning 
three centuries. They explain the Liturgical and artist 
challenges of the 2007-2009 restoration and completion, 
and the beautiful artworks which resulted from this 
undertaking. Visitors always admire the beauty of the 
historic stained glass windows in particular.

A highlight of any tour is a visit to the Crypt. Children are 
disappointed sometimes because they want to know 
where the bodies are (J) however they love the stories, 
marvelling at the fact that Bishop Gibney was the priest 
who gave the Last Rites to Ned Kelly for example.

Carol Wright, one of our Cathedral’s fantastic volunteer 
guides said: “I think our work is in part about evangelisation, 
as we introduce visitors to the Catholic traditions such as 
the significance of the Baptismal fonts and the Sacred 
Oils. We try our best to put personality and a human 
face to the information we provide, like how the women 
of Perth donated their jewellery for the completion of  
St Therese’s Chapel and the crack in the floor resulting 
from the 1968 earthquake. 

I just love being a part of the Cathedral Guides and seeing 
so many visitors enjoying themselves and appreciating 
how wonderful our Cathedral really is ” said Carol.

The Public Tours commenced in July 2012 and the 
response so far has been tremendous. In the first twelve 
weeks, 64 visitors have participated in the tours, and as 
word spreads, more are expected each week.

On occasion during these tours, Jacinta Jakovcevic, 
Director of Cathedral Music and Principal Organist, has 
kindly provided a brief demonstration of the capabilities 
of the magnificent Dodd Organ. This musical interlude 
has been extremely well received by our international, 
interstate and local visitors of varying ages and 
backgrounds. Every guest has provided such positive 
feedback on their tour experience.

If interest in these Public Tours continues, additional times 
and dates may be considered in 2013.

Editor’s Note: Groups of ten (10) persons or more are encouraged to contact the Cathedral Office  
(telephone 9223 1351) to organise a confirmed date and time for group tours.
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Cathedral Office
25 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000
Telephone:  (08) 9223 1350
Facsimile:  (08) 9221 1716
Email:  cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au 

Cathedral Appeal Office
61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003
Telephone:  (08) 9427 0322
Facsimile:  (08) 9427 0379
Email:  admin@stmarysappeal.com.au 

St Mary’s Cathedral
Perth,  We s t ern  Au s t ral ia

www.stmarysappeal.com.au
www.perthcatholic.org.au 

www.stmarysappeal.com.au

Weekday Mass Times
Monday to Friday 8:00am

12:10pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday 8.00am

6.00pm (Vigil)
Sunday 8.00am

9.30am
11.00am
5.00pm (Youth Mass)

Reconciliation
Monday to Friday 11.30am to 12.00pm
Saturday 5.00pm to 6.00pm

Welcome to St Mary’s Cathedral, perth
Mass Centres

St Catherine Laboure  
Bedford Avenue, Subiaco

Sunday 8.30am

St Francis Xavier  
Windsor Street, Perth

Sunday 9.30am

Special Christmas Mass Times Inside


