
Our Cathedral
The Newsletter of St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth, Western Australia

Issue 1 - June 2010



Dear Friends,

What an exciting few months it has been since the 8th of December 2009 opening and blessing of our 
magnificent Cathedral. 

Many thousands of visitors of all Faiths; the elderly from nursing homes, students from our Catholic schools 
and also one Uniting Church College and a Lutheran school have all visited our Cathedral. Not to mention 
the daily visitors from around Australia and especially from overseas who come to marvel at the beauty and 
the history of our beloved St Mary’s Cathedral.

So much has happened in these first months of 2010. We have already hosted so many large celebrations 
in the Cathedral:- three Masses with only standing room available at each for the Schools Commissioning 
Masses, to celebrate the start of the school year in our Catholic Schools. 

Principals, teachers and staff from schools throughout the Archdiocese were invited, as well as 
representatives from the Catholic Education Office – a total of approximately 3000 people. 

Schools such as Mercedes and Trinity have filled the Cathedral several times over for Lenten and other 
celebrations such as Anzac Day and Edmund Rice Day. On St Patrick’s Day over 1200 people came to a 
beautiful Mass. Holy Week saw the priests of the Archdiocese at the Chrism Mass plus many of their own 
parishioners. The other ceremonies of Holy Week were celebrated magnificently. 

Culturally, the Festival of Perth had the Hilliard Ensemble singing to a packed Cathedral. The first of three 
inaugural concerts arranged by Jacinta Jakovcevic was held on May 30th and others will take place on 
August 15th and October 31st (tickets through BOCS).

All in all a most wonderful use of our restored Cathedral. Almost without exception people use the words 
like, wonderful, peaceful, prayerful, amazing, world class to describe the Cathedral. When visitors see 
the extensive area underneath the Cathedral, especially the Crypt and Parish Centre, they realise 
how it was such a costly restoration and completion project, but one ultimately worth every sacrifice  
to achieve.

As the Dean, I can say to you that it is a beautiful place in which to celebrate Mass – it functions very well as 
a Liturgical space. One feels close to people when celebrating or preaching. I have two wonderful assistant 
priests supporting me here at the Cathedral - Father Jean-Noël Marie and Father Jeronimo Flamenco Castillo. 
The 11.00 am Sunday Sung Mass, with the full Cathedral Choir, is often celebrated by the Archbishop and 
is a wonderful Mass for visitors to attend. We are forming groups of “Cathedral Guides” and “Friends of the 
Cathedral” – see the special notice on the back cover of this newsletter. If you’re interested, I would love to 
hear from you.

Please be as generous as you can as we try to raise the final $3.4 million. Thank you sincerely for what you 
have already given and I look forward to welcoming you to “OUR” Cathedral soon.

God Bless you and yours,

Reverend Monsignor Michael Keating
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean and Administrator
St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

Pictured: Monsignor Keating concelebrates St Patrick’s Day Mass at the Cathedral

A Warm Welcome 
from the Dean

The Dean’s Diary

Forthcoming activities and events at  
St Mary’s Cathedral.

Thursday, June 3 5.00pm

1st Confirmation in Restored Cathedral - 
Trinity College

Friday, June 11 9.30am

Prendiville Catholic College - Yr 7 Retreat

Tuesday, June 29 10.00am

St Paul's Primary School,  
Mass Celebrating St Paul

Friday, August 6 7.00pm

Ordination “Redemptoris Mater” Priests

Thursday, August 19 1.00pm

Seton Catholic College, 20th Anniversary
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In a magnificent ceremony witnessed by over 
1,000 invited guests, His Grace, Archbishop Barry 
Hickey officially re-opened and re-dedicated the 
now completed St Mary’s Cathedral on the 8th of 
December, 2009.

The ceremony began with wonderful pageantry, as 
more than 300 Bishops and Priests all beautifully 
robed, processed into the Cathedral:- including His 
Excellency Giuseppe Lazzaroto, Apostolic Nuncio 
in Australia, His Eminence Cardinal George Pell, 
more than thirty Bishops from around Australia and 
Priests from across the Archdiocese of Perth and 
the Dioceses of Bunbury, Geraldton and Broome.

Celebrating Our Cathedral 
The Re-opening & Re-dedication of St Mary’s Cathedral

Re-opening Ceremony at St Mary’s Cathedral.

Reverend Monsignor Michael Keating, was 
officially installed as the new Dean and 
Administrator of St Mary’s Cathedral. 

There was also a fitting tribute to 
acknowledge Reverend Monsignor 
Thomas McDonald, who had 
faithfully served as the Cathedral 
Dean for the past 17 years.

During December, there were 9 special celebration 
events in total to commemorate and bless the 
Cathedral’s renewal, and to help celebrate the 
Archbishop’s Golden and Silver Jubilees.

Arcbhishop Hickey installs Reverend Monsignor Michael Keating as the new Dean of the Cathedral. 

Archbishop Hickey celebrates his Golden and Silver Jubilees. 

A special DVD is now available. The 92 minute 
presentation includes a brief overview of the 
history of St Mary’s Cathedral over the past 150 
years, a look at the restoration and construction 
works completed and a collation of each of the 
celebrations. Visit our website for more information.

www.stm arysappeal .com .au

300 Bishops and Priests wait to process into the Cathedral.

Pictured: Top Left: The remains of the Bishops of Perth, which were 
placed into the Crypt at St Mary’s Cathedral on 5th December 2009.

Top Right: The Choir perform during the Re-opening celebrations. 
Bottom Left: The Archbishop blesses the ceremonial fire. Bottom 

Right: The Archbishop blesses the Statue of St Joseph and Icon of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop.
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School Commissioning Masses

In February, we hosted four special School 
Commissioning Masses which involved staff from 
every Catholic school in the Perth Archdiocese. 
The Masses ‘officially commissioned and 
blessed’ all staff new to Catholic education. 

As one guest commented: “this is a wonderful way 
of renewing our purpose and energy and starting 
the year in celebration and unity. To be able to 
celebrate these Masses, which have previously 
been held in various churches throughout Perth, 
in the new Cathedral was a wonderful blessing”.

Staff new to Catholic schools in 2010 were 
blessed by fellow staff members from schools all 
over Perth and presented with a beautiful scroll, 
which had been blessed by Archbishop Hickey.

 All staff joined together after the ceremonies to 
enjoy food and hospitality and to marvel at the 
new Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Day Celebrations  
Return to the Cathedral

For the first time in more than 40 years, St Patrick’s Day (March 17) was celebrated in a beautiful Mass at  
St Mary’s Cathedral. 

Archbishop Hickey, Monsignor Michael Keating and more than 20 priests welcomed an estimated 1200 
strong congregation – it was quite literally standing room only. 

The Archbishop acknowledged the enormous impact the Irish Community had made on Western Australia 
and spoke of the missionary work of St Patrick. Be sure to note St Patrick’s Day in your diary for 2011!
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Schools Memorial Garden 
Established at St Mary’s

An artistic Schools Memorial Garden has been 
established within the grounds of the Cathedral to 
recognise the outstanding generosity and support 
of Catholic Schools and School Communities, and 
the Catholic Education Office of Western Australia, 
to the historic Conservation and Completion of  
St Mary’s Cathedral.

The garden memorial, beautifully designed 
by Blake Willis and Jane Ward of Tim Davies 
Landscaping, is highly symbolic. It seeks to 
provide an interactive experience to engage young 
people by means of spirituality and education, 
environmental awareness and sustainability, 
interaction, adventure, nostalgia, growth and 
representation. 

A special Dedication Mass and Ceremony is 
planned for later this year which representatives 
from every school and school community will be 
invited to attend.

Appeal Managers Note: A plaque inscribed with the 
following words from the Archbishop is planned to 
be affixed at the Dedication Mass and Ceremony:

“May this Memorial serve as a lasting expression of 
the gratitude I have for your collective generosity, 
a demonstration of the absolute unity between the 
Archdiocese of Perth and our Catholic Schools and 
School Communities; may it serve as a reminder 
that Faith Education is, and always shall be, at the 
very core of Catholic Education”

I hope young people attending our Catholic schools 
will visit this memorial and feel connected and 
welcomed as a part of Church, a place for quiet 
reflection, to open their hearts and minds and 
commune with God”. 

Pictured: Staff from Kolbe Catholic College in 
Rockingham were very excited to see their school 
commemorated at the Cathedral. Lavan Legal 

Drives Our Appeal Forward

Mr Greg Gaunt, Managing Partner of Lavan Legal, 
recently visited St Mary’s Cathedral to present 
a cheque for $30,000 to Archbishop Hickey and 
Monsignor Keating, on behalf of the partners and 
staff of the firm.

Arriving in style in the firm’s brightly painted VW 
(used to transport documents to and from the 
Courts) this unique vehicle has the most appropriate 
number plate - LA VAN 

Monsignor Michael remarked it was the best arrival 
for a presentation we’d had at the Cathedral so far!

On Tuesday 23 March 2010, Archbishop Hickey 
and Monsignor Keating welcomed representatives 
from Aquinas College and Aquinas Old Boys to  
St Mary’s Cathedral.

The tour afforded His Grace and Monsignor Keating 
the opportunity to acknowledge the support of 
Aquinas College and the many Aquinian Old Boys 
who had contributed to our fundraising appeal.

Following the tour, a delicious morning tea was 
served in the new Cathedral Parish Centre. It was a 
great morning, and based on the feedback of those 
present, one thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Monsignor Keating shows Mr Stephen Court (Aquinas Old Boy, Member Cathedral Project Committee, Member Archdiocesan Finance Council)  
the newly established Schools Memorial Garden.

Archbishop Hickey and Monsignor Keating welcome 
Aquinas Headmaster Mr Mark Sawle, Dean of Junior 
School, Mr Steven Males and Aquinas guests to the 
Schools Memorial Garden.

Aquinas College Welcomed to St Mary’s Cathedral
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Pictured L-R:  Mr Mr Peter Robertson (Dean of Development), Mr Graham Georke  (Aquinas Old Boy; Member, Cathedral Appeal Committee),  
His Grace, Archbishop Barry Hickey, Mr Peter Prendiville (Aquinas Old Boy and generous contributor), Mr Mark Sawle (Headmaster, Aquinas 
College), Rev Monsignor Michael Keating, Mrs Maureen Colgan, Deputy Chair, Cathedral Appeal, Mr Steven Males (Dean, Aquinas Junior School), 
Mr Clive Macknay (Aquinas Old Boy; past Member  Aquinas Board)



Appeal Manager’s Report
Please Generously Support

Our Cathedral Appeal

There is no question that our appeal to fund the $32.9 million restoration and completion of  
St Mary’s Cathedral has been a wonderful success. As at 20 May 2010, we have received pledges and 
donations totalling $29.5 million, a truly remarkable achievement – thank you to all those who have given so 
generously.

Monsignor Keating and our wonderful Appeal Committee continue to work hard at raising the remaining 
$3.4 million required. We have all sorts of plans and events designed to raise these funds, and we remain 
confident that we will be successful in our mission.

The Archbishop and Dean recently welcomed The Lord Mayor,  
Ms Lisa Scaffidi, Councillors, and representatives from the City of Perth 
for a special tour of the Cathedral. The Lord Mayor took the opportunity 
to present a cheque for $275,000 – a gift on behalf of people of Perth 
for part provision of the new landscaping at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

I can honestly say that every day, we receive a wonderful surprise. 

Whether it’s someone making a gift In Memoriam or a family joining 
together to fund a pew. We receive lovely letters from people who 
send $5 in memory of their parents being married at the Cathedral, or 
because they bumped into Monsignor at the Cathedral and want “to do 
their bit”.

That’s been the amazing thing about this appeal. Yes, we have had 
some exceedingly generous donations of $1 million, and many in the 
$50,000-$500,000 range. 

But it has been the general support, the collective goodwill from across the community, which has 
raised the most funds. Everyone has wanted to be a part of this historic opportunity, and given what they 
can when they could. 

With God’s blessing and your continuing support, we will achieve our goal of raising the remaining  
$3.4 million over the next 12 months. Please, continue to be generous with your gifts.

Thank you,

Brett. A. Mendez
Appeal Manager

PS:  Please visit our recently updated website at www.stmarysappeal.com.au  
for all the latest news, photographs and appeal information!
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Bishop Sproxton gratefully receives 
the City of Perth contribution from 
Lord Mayor, Lisa Scaffidi.

Address: 61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003    |    Telephone: (08) 9427 0322    |    Email: admin@stmarysappeal.com.au
National Trust of Australia (WA)    |    ABN: 83 697 381 616



St Mary’s Cathedral
Perth,  We s t ern  Au s t ra l ia

www.stmarysappeal.com.auwww.stmarysappeal.com.au

!
The Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral warmly invites you to join as a

FRIEND OF THE CATHEDRAL.
For a small annual subscription fee, Friends will be asked to 

commit some available time to “help out” occasionally.  
For example, to staff the new Cathedral Gift Shop when it 

eventually opens or to be on hand to assist with large events. 

You’ll be integral to the life of “our” Cathedral!

The Dean also invites you to join the Cathedral Team as a

CATHEDRAL GUIDE.
A team of “Welcoming Hosts” will be specially trained to be 

available throughout the day to share the history and beauty of  
St Mary’s Cathedral with interested visitors.

Please register your interest with the Cathedral Office 
on telephone (08) 9223-1350 or via email: cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au

YOUR CATHEDRAL NEEDS YOU!

Cathedral Office
25 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000
Telephone:  (08) 9223 1350
Facsimile:  (08) 9221 1716
Email:  cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au 

Cathedral Appeal Office
61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003 
Telephone:  (08) 9427 0322
Facsimile:  (08) 9427 0379
Email:  admin@stmarysappeal.com.au 


