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Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

A Christmas Message 
from the Dean

Most Rev Barry J Hickey, 
Archbishop of Perth

A Christmas Message 
from the Archbishop

As we approach the third Christmas in “our” beautifully restored Cathedral and my second as Dean of  
St Mary’s Cathedral, I wish all of you a safe and Holy time. 

The Cathedral will celebrate with all solemnity this great Feast day, which falls in 2011 on a Sunday. 

I hope you will encourage all your friends to come to Church this Christmas – people of all ages, of all 
Faiths and all nationalities are very welcome. 

Here in the Cathedral, we will have the following Masses:

Please remember to try to do something special for the needy and lonely this Christmas.

I wish you and your loved ones a very safe, happy and Holy Christmas.

God bless you all,

Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, 24 December 2011

6.00pm Children’s Mass
Children are asked to bring  

a gift of non-perishable food for the needy  
and dress-up as angels, shepherds  

or other biblical figures.

9.00pm Vigil Mass
For people wanting to celebrate a night Mass,  

but find Midnight Mass a little late.

12.00am Midnight Mass
Preceded by Lessons and Carols  

10.30pm – 11.30pm.
 

Christmas Day  
Sunday, 25th December 2011

Christmas Day Masses
8.00am

9.30am

11.00am

5.00pm

Other Churches in the Cathedral Parish:

St Catherine’s, Bedford Avenue, Subiaco  
Sunday 8.30am Mass

St Francis Xavier, Windsor Street, Perth 
Sunday 9.30am Mass

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS TO YOU ALL!
My Dear People, 

For months, Christmas trees have been displayed at David Jones in the Murray St Mall, and festive displays are now in 
most of the shops. People in the world are preparing for Christmas, trying to help us buy into the spirit of Christmas, 
of gift giving, of buying things for one another. 

God the Father who made the world, and made each one of us, gave us the ultimate gift. He gave us His Son.  
He sent His Son into the world, to be born of a woman, to be enfleshed, incarnated. From the moment of the Annunciation, 
when the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and asked whether she would be the Mother of God, she responded with 
a “Yes”. Just as we anticipate the birth of a child, nine months from conception, so we should anticipate the birth of 
Christ at Christmas. 

When Christ came into the world – fully God and fully man – He brought the ultimate gift to us, Himself. He also left 
this world, leaving Himself here, in the Blessed Eucharist. 

Every time we go to Holy Communion, it is as though our heart is like the manger at Bethlehem, waiting to receive Our 
Lord in the Eucharist. 

In the bustle of preparing to gather the family around, and put the tinsel up, and buy our Christmas ham, have we 
stopped to ponder on how we are preparing our heart, our soul, to receive Jesus this Christmas? 

Have we thought about preparing our soul to be as pure as snow to receive Christ in the Eucharist on Christmas Day, 
by getting to Confession or in spending a few extra moments in prayer amidst our busy schedules?

How can we practically prepare our hearts and our very selves to be fully present at the Christmas banquet with Christ 
and with one another? It might mean approaching those we’ve hurt to ask forgiveness, build bridges of friendship 
with our siblings, our parents. Perhaps there is someone in our parish who is need of company or support at this time. 

When we are out shopping for gifts, in casual chats with sales staff or other shoppers, we might mention that Christmas 
is a time to remember Christ, the God-man, who was born one of us, to bring us to our Father in Heaven. 

This will help us remember that Christmas is not just about spending money, but about the unity of the whole human 
family, many of whom are desperately poor but rich in faith.

I wish you all a Holy Christmas.

Most Rev B J Hickey  
Archbishop of Perth 
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It has been a great privilege to be Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral in 2011. 

It is a very busy place but very interesting and challenging. 

We have a huge number of visitors – Bishops, Priests, Religious from interstate and overseas, parishioners from every 
parish in Western Australia and the other States – others just tourists wanting to pray or just looking at our beautiful 
building and taking lots of photos. 

Especially important to us are the big numbers who come to pray as patients or for relatives and friends who have 
someone in Royal Perth Hospital or who just want a quiet moment to light a candle especially at our Lady’s Chapel or 
who wish to go to Confession. Hundreds come to Mass daily and between 2500-3000 come to the weekend Masses. 
This is very encouraging for the priests and people.

The Cathedral priests love working at the Cathedral. The weddings, baptisms and funerals can be numerous – 
more and more all sorts of other celebrations are taking place at the Cathedral often followed by hospitality in the  
Parish Centre. It keeps our Cathedral staff very busy.

I am aware now how much it costs to maintain a building like the Cathedral – bills began to worry me and then I thought 
that God will provide, and He does.

I am very grateful to those who continue to help repay the debt on the Cathedral. Our appeal for $32.9 million has 
brought in $31.2 million. Can you perhaps help to pay off this debt? Perhaps you could remember the Cathedral 
in your Will. It is a tax deductible charity.

As Christmas and the New Year approach, I know we will be very busy. However, Christmas Day this year is on a 
Sunday, which will lighten the load for all of us a little. 

Enjoy a wonderful Christmas and come to St Mary’s and bring your friends and relatives.

To all of you, God’s blessings on you and your families. May Our Lady to whom our Cathedral is dedicated, continue 
to protect us and help us on our journey, particularly those who are having challenging times.

Thanks to the priests, Fr Jean-Noel, Fr George, the Cathedral Staff and all the Volunteers for their tireless work for  
“Our Cathedral”.

God bless,

Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating 
Dean and Administrator
St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth

A Warm Welcome
from the Dean
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The Dean’s Diary
Forthcoming activities and events at St Mary’s Cathedral.

2011
November

Saturday 12th 
9.00 - 11.00am Heritage Day Tours

Sunday 13th 
6.00pm Heritage Day Concerts

Thursday 17th 
10.00 - 11.30am City of Canning Aged Care Services, Mass in Italian

Friday 18th 
7.00pm Ordination Redemptoris Mater Seminarians

December

Friday 2nd Graduation of Maranatha

Sunday 4th 
11.00am Mass for the Sick

Tuesday 6th 
5.00pm Appreciation Service & Memorial Dedication

Sunday 11th 
1.00pm - 4.00pm Christmas Community Singing

Tuesday 13th Notre Dame University - Mass

Thursday 15th

Notre Dame University - GraduationFriday 16th

Saturday 17th

February

Tuesday 7th

Catholic Education Office Regional Mass

Wednesday 8th

Thursday 9th

Tuesday 14th

Wednesday 15th

Sunday 26th Interdominion Harness Racing Mass
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18th 
JuneSt Mary’s Cathedral Welcomes 

Romanian Orthodox Bishop Mihail 

Pictured:  Father Vassili, Archbishop Hickey,  
 Father Doru and Bishop Mihail.

Pictured L-R:     Monsignor Keating, Olman Walley, Archbishop Hickey, Richard Walley and John Walley.

Photos courtesy of The Record Newspaper

Cathedral Hosts NAIDOC Week of Celebration
6th 
July

St Mary’s Cathedral hosted a celebration of “Indigenous 
peoples and culture” in a NAIDOC Week Liturgical 
Service on Wednesday, 6 July 2011. 

The word NAIDOC stands for the National Aboriginal 
Islander Day Observance Committee. In 1957, with the 
support of Federal and local governments, a Committee 
(NAIDOC) was formed to celebrate Aboriginal culture on 
the first Sunday of July each year.

The theme of the 2011 National NAIDOC Week was 
“Change - the next step is ours”, encouraging Aboriginal 
and Islander people to take responsibility for their own 
futures, and to plan so as to make and control change.

The Service was a wonderful celebration. Archbishop 
Hickey and Monsignor Keating processed into the 
Cathedral, led by Indigenous Elder, Mr Richard Walley 
and a number of young dancers.

On the Sanctuary, students symbolically sat around 
figurative campfires.

In his address, Archbishop Hickey reminded the 
hundreds of students in attendance, exactly why they 
had gathered on this day.

He said: “Today, we join with others across Australia who 
this week celebrate the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This will 
be a celebration of the work being done by Indigenous 
people across Australia who are taking responsibility for 
their own future and shaping the changes they want to 
see in their communities”.

Mr Walley “officially welcomed to Nyoongar country” all 
the students representing Chisholm College, Clontarf 
Aboriginal College, La Salle College, Trinity College, 
Santa Clara School and St Munchin’s Catholic School.

On conclusion of the Service, Mr Wayne Bull, Assistant 
Director of Religious Education and Curriculum from 
the Catholic Education Office, thanked organisers 
of the event including the Archdiocesan Directory of 
Liturgy, Sr Kerry Willison RSM, and Robyn Collard and 
Diana Alteri from the Catholic Education Office.

Mr Bull commented that NAIDOC Week (3-10 July 
this year) usually falls during the school holidays, 
precluding schools from marking the occasion. He 
said this was the very first time that the event could be 
held during the school term. 

Archbishop Hickey warmly welcomed His Grace, Bishop 
Mihail, the Romanian Orthodox Bishop for Australia, to  
St Mary’s Cathedral recently.

Joining Bishop Mihail for a personal tour of our magnificent 
Cathedral were Romanian Orthodox Priests, Father Vassili 
from Sydney and Father Doru from Perth. 

Archbishop Hickey said: “It was great joy for me to personally 
welcome and offer our hospitality to Bishop Mihail. I was 
privileged to be present with the Romanian Community 
on the occasion of his first pastoral visit to their Church of 
the Holy Trinity, where he celebrated the Holy Liturgy and 
conferred on Fr Doru the special role to lead and guide other 
Romanian Orthodox clergy in Australia”. 

During the ensuing tour, Bishop Mihail said he was fascinated 
by the deep thought which had gone into every aspect of the 
immense restoration, showing his sincere reverence for the 
Holy Altar and the Blessed Sacrament reserved. 

At the morning tea which followed, Bishop Mihail shared his 
concern for the Romanian communities and their spiritual 
growth, especially the young people. He also chatted with 
Archbishop Hickey about where he had done his formation 
for the priesthood, which was a monastic institute north of 
Bucharest, surrounded by wonderful forests and valleys. "It 
was paradise and I miss it. I like to return there occasionally 
to remember the beautiful days of my formation." said  
Bishop Mihail. 

As the guests were leaving, Archbishop Hickey said: "Bishop 
Mihail is a dear brother in the Episcopate and I look forward 
to his next visit to Perth”.
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St Mary’s Cathedral  
Welcomes “HOME” 
the First Bishop of Perth
The re-enactment of his original boat journey up the Swan River 
was followed by a procession through the streets of the City, 
as the Bell Tower and the Bells of St Mark’s, St George’s and  
St Mary’s rang out to announce his arrival “home”.

The founding Bishop of Perth, Bishop John Brady, was finally laid 
to eternal rest at St Mary’s Cathedral on the 2nd of August, 2011. 

Almost all of Perth’s serving Bishops and Archbishops 
now reside together, forever, in the beautiful crypt and 
mausoleum at St Mary’s Cathedral. The sole exception is  
Archbishop Patrick Clune CSsR, the fourth Bishop of Perth  
(1911-13) and first Archbishop of Perth (1913-35), who is currently 
buried in the Redemptorist section of Karrakatta Cemetery. 

This historic Mass and Reinterment Ceremony was celebrated by 
Archbishop Barry Hickey and concelebrated by Auxiliary Bishop 
Donald Sproxton, Monsignor Michael Keating, Monsignor Brian 
O’Loughlin and more than 40 Archdiocesan priests. 

Special guests welcomed to the Cathedral included Lorna and 
Patrick Lavelle, relatives of Bishop Brady who had travelled all the 
way from Ireland; representatives from the Sisters of Mercy and 
the Benedictine Monks, whose presence in Perth is attributed 
to Bishop Brady’s missionary zeal. The Sisters of Mercy and a 
number of Spanish Benedictines, living in Italy in the mid-1840’s, 
were part of the first group of 27 missionaries who Bishop Brady 
brought to Perth in 1846.

2nd 
Aug

Photographs courtesy of Rev Fr Robert Cross and Graham Hall Photography.  
(Part) article courtesy of The Record Newspaper

Editor’s Note: 

Members of the Farrelly Family were warmly 
welcomed to this special celebration. The 
Farrelly family has a strong connection to the 
very foundation of the Perth Archdiocese. 
Terrence Farrelly was one of the lay catechists 
among the 27 missionaries who accompanied 
Bishop Brady to Perth in 1846, and is thought 
be a nephew of Bishop Brady.

Bishop Brady's relatives,  
Lorna and Patrick Lavelle,  
carry the ossuary containing 
Bishop Brady's remains. 

They are assisted by 
Mr Odhran O'Brien and  
Dr Michael Shanahan, two 
members of Fr Robert Cross’s 
exhumation team which 
discovered Bishop’s remains  
in a grave in Amelie-les-Bains, 
France, earlier this year.

It was lovely to see more than 60 students from Mercedes College (a 
school founded by the Sisters of Mercy) forming a candlelit guard of 
honour, as Bishop Brady’s remains were carried into the Cathedral.

Another magical moment, one which really hit home to all those in 
attendance the historic significance of the evening, occurred just before 
Mass commenced.

“Bishop Brady” (as played by Mr Noel O’Neill) dressed in Bishop’s 
mitre and vestments, walked onto the Sanctuary. Archbishop Hickey 
symbolically welcomed “Bishop Brady” home and they shared a 
conversation on the early days of the Perth Diocese. 

We were delighted to welcome dignitaries such as Anglican Archbishop 
Roger Herft, The Lord Mayor of Perth, Lisa Scaffidi, The Minister for 
Heritage, Mr John Castrilli MLA, and the Irish Embassy’s Consul 
General in Western Australia, Mr Michael Nolan.
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St Mary’s Cathedral Celebrates  
the Ordination of Three New Priests 
St Mary’s Cathedral was almost full to capacity, as it 
warmly welcomed the family and friends of Mark Payton, 
Christian Webb and Thomas Zureich, as well as many 
priests and well-wishers, who had gathered to witness 
their Ordination to the Priesthood.

Archbishop Hickey said during his Homily, that the world 
had changed dramatically since he was Ordained 52 
years ago and priests needed to adapt their age-old 
mission of being Christ in the world to new realities.

“It seems to me that times were simpler then; I don’t know, 
but the world of today is so full of suffering: dysfunctional 
families; children growing up not knowing if they are loved 
of not,” he said.

“Children are being shaken free when they should be 
given love and find that they get caught up in fights, in 
violence; in the sins of other people. So have a care for 
the young people as they are growing up and be attentive 
to their sufferings.” said Archbishop Hickey.

At the conclusion of Mass, the Archbishop knelt to receive 
a blessing from each of the newly ordained priests.

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating, Dean of  
St Mary’s Cathedral, said: “It was wonderful to see more 
than 60 priests attending this joyous celebration, to 
personally welcome these three men into the fold. 

They are coming to a very good Diocese. We wish them 
well and we wish God’s blessing on them.” he said.

All three priests have already been appointed and 
commenced service as Assistant Priests - Father 
Christian Webb has been appointed to the Parish of 
Ballajura, Father Mark Payton to the Parish of Bateman 
and Father Thomas Zureich to the Parish of Clarkson. 

12th 
Aug

© Photos used with the kind permission of The Record Newspaper

Archbishop Barry Hickey receives a blessing 
from newly ordained Fr Mark Payton. Photo: 
Peter Rosengren. 10



Chapels of St Mary’s by Candlelight 
Concert a Huge Success
The fourth in the 2011 Cathedral Concert Series, this special 
presentation was a joint collaboration between our own  
St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and the UWA Winthrop Singers. 

The Chapels of the Cathedral were beautifully illuminated by its 
historic candelabras. 

Editors Note: Father Robert Cross suspects the candelabras date back to 
the turn of the century or even earlier. Father Robert is currently working 
to determine the providence of each piece which will then be registered 
on the Cathedral’s Heritage Register.

A 300-strong audience of Cathedral parishioners and concert 
patrons from around Perth were present for a sublime programme 
of music, including Allegri’s famous ‘Miserere’ and Gorecki’s 
meditative ‘Totus Tuus’ which was written for Blessed John Paul 
II’s third visit to Poland in 1987. 

The Cathedral Choir’s trebles sang the very intricate ‘Missa Brevis’ 
of Benjamin Britten – a wonderful achievement for our young 
choristers - some of them as young as 9 years of age. 

One of the highlights of the Concert was undoubtedly the 
procession through the Chapels with the Processional Candles, 
as the Cathedral Choir sang Anton Bruckner’s ‘Vexilla Regis’ – a 
Holy Week Hymn which speaks of Christ’s passage through death 
to life.

The atmosphere in the Cathedral was hushed and responsive to 
the reflective nature of this evening. Many of the guests attending 
the Concert took time afterwards to visit each of the Chapels and 
enjoy the beautiful atmosphere created by the candlelight from the 
Altars.*

A Celebration of Faith
It was a wonderful celebration of Faith, not only for the 
eighteen candidates making their Confirmation, but for the 
entire congregation attending Sunday Mass.

Monsignor Keating, Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral said: 
“I so look forward to these Confirmation ceremonies each 
year as they are such joyful occasions. This year it was 
especially so, given we had 15 adults and 3 young people 
being Confirmed. 

When someone makes their Confirmation they renew their 
Baptismal Vows, which were originally accepted for them 
by their parents. Confirmation is exactly as it sounds – we 
choose for ourselves to confirm our Faith and accept God 
into our lives.

It was such a wonderful and happy occasion for everyone. 
You know one man came up to me after Mass with a huge 
smile on his face and said “isn’t it great to be a Catholic”.

For this man, for us all, today was a renewal of our own 
Faith and a reminder of the joy that it brings into our lives” 
said Monsignor.

Editors Special Notes: Mark your diary for Sunday 20 November 2011 at 2.00pm... 
 or you’ll miss the 5th Concert of the 2011 Series - ‘Christus Rex’ in honour of Christ the King.

A rare opportunity to hear and enjoy the Cathedral Choir together with 
Chamber Orchestra performing well-loved classics such as Handel’s 
‘Zadok the Priest’ and excerpts from ‘Messiah’. Featured Soloists will be 
Yann Kee, Courtney Pitman, Daniel Mullaney and Christopher Waddell. 

Tickets are just $45 ($35 concession) and are now available through 
BOCS ticketing - 9484 1133.

On Sunday 13 November at 7.30pm, admission is free to a Concert 
to Celebrate Heritage Day.

Presented in the Cathedral by Heritage Perth, this concert will feature 
organ solos and string quartet music dating back to the early 1900’s, 
when the Cathedral’s historic Dodd Pipe Organ was built. 

18th 
Sept

16th 
Oct

13

Monsignor Keating joyously celebrating  
Confirmation at the Cathedral.



Copy of an article printed in The Record Newspaper circa 1919 describing Anna’s great-
grandmothers wedding at St Mary’s Cathedral which was celebrated by Monsignor 
Verling. The photo shows Anna’s Great, Great-Grandparents. Anna’s great-grandmother 
was given away by her mother, which the family believes was a first for WA!

St Mary’s Cathedral Celebrates...

Anna’s beautiful wedding dress, made by Palace, 
incorporated material from three generation wedding 
dresses and included rings and watches and 
sentimental objects hand- sewn into the gown.

“Anna looked spectacular, beautiful, amazing” said 
Lucas. With a smile he added “My wife and I really 
want to thank Father George James who celebrated 
our marriage. He made the ceremony so special and 
memorable for us. We also want to thank Jacinta and 
the boys in the Choir for providing such lovely music”

“Anna and I just had the perfect wedding” he said.

“Absolutely perfect” is how Lucas Matacz 
recalls the day he married his beautiful wife Anna 
(nee Halleen) at St Mary’s Cathedral in front of 120 
family, friends and well wishers.

“Honestly, we couldn’t have asked for better weather. 
The sun was shining, it was a little cool but that is 
exactly what we’d hoped for, so everyone would be 
comfortable and really enjoy the day. The Cathedral 
looked spectacular and the whole wedding from 
start to finish was just filled with happiness, and 
love and smiling faces. It was absolutely perfect” 
said Lucas.

Anna added “It was so special to me, to us, that our 
wedding was at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

My grandmother and great-grandmother had both 
walked down the very same aisle, in the very same 
Church, on their wedding days. I felt so honoured 
and a real sense of tradition. Our wedding had a 
vintage theme and the Cathedral certainly helped 
to fulfil that for us” she said.*

Editors Note: A special thank you to Lucas and Anna for sharing 
their wedding with us. We wish you every happiness for the future 
...congrats Mr & Mrs Matacz!   

The wonderful wedding photographs by Samm Blake Photography 
are published with permission.

20th 
Aug
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Monsignor Keating Welcomes Anglican Dean to St Mary’s
It was an historic moment when Dr John Shepherd, Dean of St Georges Anglican Cathedral, moved to the Lectern and 
addressed those attending Vespers at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday the 4 September 2011.

Monsignor Michael Keating, Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral, said: “I was delighted that Dr Shepherd accepted my 
invitation, as we are united in our desire for better relations to be fostered between our Cathedrals. Both Archbishop 
Hickey and I have preached in St George’s Cathedral at the Anglican Dean’s invitation, something we enjoyed a great 
deal. 

From the warm reception extended to Dr Shepherd by parishioners of St Mary’s Cathedral, I am sure he embraced 
and enjoyed this opportunity”, said Monsignor Keating.

There have been many Ecumenical Services at St Mary’s with Archbishop Roger Herft, the Anglican Archbishop of 
Perth being present on several occasions. Several of the donors to our Cathedral Appeal were Anglicans and people 
of other faiths. People of all faiths visit our Cathedral, use our grounds and are welcome. We commence every Mass 
and service with the word “welcome!” and it is on every sign around the Cathedral.

4th 
Sept

New Community Singing 
Initiative Proves A Hit!
The Cathedral’s Director of Music, Jacinta Jakovcevic, 
is always thinking up exciting new ways in which to 
celebrate music at St Mary’s Cathedral.

The latest “hit” is Community Signing, where people of 
all ages and all levels of musical ability come together 
for a sing-a-long including fun and educational vocal 
exercises, both classical and popular repertoire. 

About 60 people participated in the first Community 
Singing event which was held in June. The most recent 
event in September, co-presented by the Cathedral’s 
Principal Cantor, Daniel Mullaney, was also well attended.

“It was wonderful that people from all levels of expertise 
were able to join in and have lots of fun !

I feel it’s important to give people this opportunity to sing 
in a very friendly, non-threatening environment. During the 
course of the afternoon we cover repertoire from many 
different styles and eras ranging from plainchant (sung 
in the Cathedral) to Mozart favourites to jazz versions 
of well-known hymns – so there really is something for 
everyone.

We are very grateful for the raffle prizes which were 
generously donated by the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra and Miss Maud’s Restaurant – a big thank you 
to both.

The next Community Singing will be on Sunday 11 
December 2011 at 2.00pm. Admission is just $10 ($5 
concession) including afternoon tea provided by Miss 
Maud’s. Everyone is warmly welcome to come and join 
the fun” said Ms Jakovcevic.

Registrations are requested by email:  
cathedral.music@perthcatholic.org.au

An Icon  
By Roland Fernandez

 
The spines reaching for the silver clouds, 
it sits majestically upon the hill. 
A wall of moulded glass with steel surrounds, 
a part of history, yet living still.

The now, goes back over the centuries, 
in bronze, in marble, and panes of stain glass. 
The saints, the prophets, a loving deity, 
the narrative is here for all who pass.

An Altar show of colour and symbol, 
the liturgical seasons in constant flow. 
This house of prayer, the Soul of the City. 
a place of solace; its a place to grow.

Above the brash ring of the city tills, 
the sounds of grace from the chiming Church Bells.

Roland Fernandez, a parishioner of St Mary’s Cathedral, 
penned this poem to “our” beloved Cathedral. The 
Sonnet forms part of a Book of Verse he is currently 
compiling, focusing on aspects of life in Perth. 

We acknowledge and thank Mr Fernandez for permitting 
us to share his Sonnet with you.

25th 
Sept

Image used with the kind permission of The West Australian Newspaper. © THE WEST AUSTRALIAN
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CHOGM Prayer Service
An important part of CHOGM was Prayer. In the Cathedral a lovely Commonwealth 
Prayer Initiative was arranged and it brought together many Christian people. The 
Catholic Flame Ministries led the hymn singing and praise and four speakers spoke of 
peace. Monsignor Keating warmly welcomed those who attended and spoke of the 
progress of relationships between Churches and nations. The congregation sang and 
the flags of all the Commonwealth countries were waved and there was a real sense 
of joy and prayer. Probably one of the reasons for the safety for all at CHOGM were 
the prayers offered.

(Note: On the weekend of CHOGM, five Heads of Government and their partners and 
many other delegates and Officials attended Mass in the Cathedral and were made to 
feel very welcome.)

22nd 
Oct
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Corpus Christi 
Graduation Mass
In the course of six days, four Catholic 
Secondary Colleges had their Graduations 
in the Cathedral. The first was Corpus 
Christi College, Bateman – then on 
consecutive nights Santa Maria College, 
Trinity College and Mercedes College had 
their Graduations.

Corpus Christi had erected large screens 
both for the Mass and the Graduation 
Ceremony. Four Priests Concelebrated 
the Mass – the Parish Priest of Bateman, 
Fr Philip Perreau, the Assistant Priest of 
Bateman, Fr Mark Payton, the Dean of the 
Cathedral, Monsignor Michael Keating 
and Fr Terry Raj, the main Celebrant and 
Chaplain of the School. Deacon Bruce 
Talbot assisted as well. The Principal of the 
College, Mrs Caroline Payne, spoke and 
assisted by the Home Room Teachers, 
presented the Graduation Certificates. 
Mrs Payne was so impressed with the 
Cathedral she said, “We will be here next 
year if you will have us”. Not only Corpus 
Christi but all schools of the Archdiocese 
and beyond are very welcome. 

Anti-Poverty Week
A moving ceremony, concentrating on the plight of 
prisoners in Jails and victims of crime, was organised by 
the Catholic Social Justice Council and similar bodies of 
the Anglican and Uniting Churches. Monsignor Michael 
Keating, Dean of the Cathedral led the service and 
Archbishop Roger Herft of the Anglican Church and a 
representative of the Uniting Church also took part. The 
singing was led by a choir from the Women’s Prison and 
heart rendering stories were shared. The Disciples of Jesus 
performed a moving Play of a prisoner being freed by 
Christ. As at similar ceremonies, a welcome to country was 
also given. Monsignor Keating dwelt on the Old Testament 

reading telling us that the Jews were strangers in Egypt 
and knew what it was like to be in a foreign land. He said 
that we needed to welcome refugees, former prisoners 
and relatives of people in Jail as our brothers and sisters. 
Sadly so many Indigenous people are in Jail and sadly the 
number of young offenders is large. Monsignor Keating 
spoke of the Bridge programme that obtained jobs for 
young offenders when they were released from Jail.

A lovely afternoon tea followed in the Parish Centre of the 
Cathedral. 

21st 
Oct

18th 
Oct
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Archbishop Hickey and Bishop Sproxton were delighted 
that more than 100 priests and parish representatives 
were present for the special Liturgical Service, in support 
of the Archbishop’s 2011 Christmas Appeal for LifeLink 
(formally Advent Appeal)

Bishop Sproxton said: “This (Liturgical launch) is a 
very good way of engaging the priests and parish 
representatives in a prayerful reflection on the purpose 
of LifeLink. 

“We acquaint them (parish representatives) with new 
initiatives and changes year by year. They receive a focus 
for their work within their parish community and leave 
these occasions with a sense of being part of something 
which is important to the Archdiocese.”

Archbishop Hickey added “It is also the only opportunity 
I have to express my thanks to the priests and parish 
representatives for the wonderful support they provide 
each year. Without their assistance, my annual Christmas 
Appeal simply wouldn’t be possible”.

Following the service, guests were invited to the 
Cathedral Parish Centre for a cup of tea and coffee and 
a light snack - an excellent opportunity for everyone to 
catch-up and discuss plans for the appeal. 

Archbishop’s Liturgical Launch of Christmas Appeal  
for Parish Priests and Appeal Representatives

The Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for LifeLink will 
be officially launched in all parishes on the weekend 
of Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 November 2011. This 
year, parishes have been asked to show a pre-recorded 
message from the Bishops’ who will launch the appeal 
via this video message.

Archbishop Hickey said: “Our LifeLink agencies are 
reporting a significant increase in the number of families 
under severe financial stress in the community. Families 
are reaching out, for perhaps the first time, as the rising 
cost of food, water, rates and electricity impact on the 
household budget.

It is vitally important that we continue to appropriately fund 
the social outreach of the Church, and respond positively 
to those who reach out for our help. This Appeal must be 
viewed as an essential Archdiocesan activity”. 

The Archbishop hopes to raise a minimum of $550,000 
for people in need this Christmas. 

Your support in helping to make this possible would be 
greatly appreciated. 

3rd 
Nov
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3rd 
Nov

Monsignor and Her Majesty Celebrate College’s New Hostel
Clontarf Aboriginal College, a Catholic School in the 
Archdiocese of Perth, was honoured to have Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth II, take time during her recent visit to 
Perth for CHOGM to officially opening its new Boarding 
Facility.

Monsignor Keating, Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral and 
Chairman of the Catholic Education Commission for WA, 
was equally honoured to conduct the official Blessing as 
part of the Ceremony.

“It was a great boost for Catholic Education to have Her 
Majesty attend this special event, and demonstrate her 
support for and belief in Reconciliation” he said

“Clontarf Aboriginal College does tremendous work 
and to have that recognised by Her Majesty, was simply 
marvellous. This new Hostel will accommodate around 
80 Clontarf Academy participants next year, and clearly 
demonstrates the amazing things which can be achieved 
when Government, the Church and private industry work 
together for the greater good” said Monsignor Keating.

27th 
Oct

Bishops’ Morning Tea for  
Talented Students
Archbishop Hickey, Bishop Sproxton and Monsignor 
Keating welcomed more than 60 students, principals and 
guests to a special morning tea at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

This was just one of the rewards six Archdiocesan schools 
received as winners of the 2011 LifeLink Day “Express 
Yourself Art Competition for Schools”.

The Competition seeks to encourage students and 
schools to learn more about the work of LifeLink 
supported Archdiocesan agencies and the purpose of 
LifeLink Day - to fully engage with the young people and 
make LifeLink Day an enjoyable educational experience.

Primary and secondary schools in the Archdiocese 
were invited to submit an artistic drawing which visually 
represented either:- the Archbishop’s goals for LifeLink 
or how LifeLink agencies help people in need throughout 
WA. Only one entry was accepted from each school. 
Principal’s nominated the individual or class design to 
represent their school. 

Bishop Sproxton selected six (6) winning entries from the 
total number received from all the Archdiocesan primary 
and secondary schools. The winning schools and artist/s 
this year are featured at the bottom of the page.

At the morning tea, the Archbishop and Bishop 
presented each of the winning school’s a $1,500.00 cash 
sponsorship from LifeLink, to help purchase art supplies, 
library resources or for any purpose the school chooses.

Commencing from 1 January 2012, each of the six 
winning artworks will be prominently featured on the 
LifeLink website www.lifelink.com.au on a revolving two-
monthly basis. 

Finally, each school and artist was personally presented 
with a beautifully framed copy of their artwork, a 
gift of appreciation from Archbishop Hickey and  
Bishop Sproxton.

Iona Presentation College, 
Mosman Park

Artist: Sophie Matthews

Brighton Catholic Primary 
School, Butler
Artist: Carly Cope

Queen of Apostles School, 
Riverton 

Artists: Renee Lobban and Cynthia Toh

Santa Maria College, Attadale
Artists: Jade Chow, Sophie Lucivero, 

Kathleen Sullivan, Amber Withers 

Infant Jesus School, Morley
 Artists: 2011 Pastoral Care Ministry - Year 6 

Sophie Pitchen
Cindy Do
Marcella Musuruca
Jordana Rossi
Ella-Louise Thomas
Celena Nguyen
Danika Fernandes
Jasmine Hunneybun
Nadia Scurria

St Vincent’s School, Parmelia 
School, Butler

 Artist: Katelyn McCormack

Editor’s Note: The Clontarf Foundation works to improve the 
education, discipline, self-esteem and employment prospects of 
young aboriginal men. It does this by harnessing the boys love 
of football and turning that into lessons for life and  developing 
real skills which greatly help the young men participate more 
meaningfully in society.

Photo copyright protected. Used courtesy of 
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PS:  Please visit our recently updated website at www.stmarysappeal.com.au  
 for all the latest news, photographs and appeal information.

Dear Friends, 

My time as Appeal Manager ends on 31 December 2011, so it is with a great deal of reflection that I 
prepare this, my final appeal report. Our Appeal was officially launched in March 2007 however work 
began long before this date. For Monsignor Keating and I, I think it was around 2004/5.

What an unbelievable opportunity, honour and privilege it has been to serve.

History records that it has taken almost 150 years to complete our magnificent Cathedral. In this time, few 
have been granted the opportunity of participating, albeit in some small way, in its progress, its journey. 
I count my blessings.

It has most assuredly been a privilege to have met, spoken with and listened to the many generous, 
warm and engaging donors; more than 10,000 individuals have supported this historic undertaking -  
The Conservation & Completion of St Mary’s Cathedral. 

You kindly shared with me your stories of joy and sadness, your memories, experiences and hopes. 
Through your generosity, you demonstrated what is good in people and the strength of unity which comes 
from Faith – thank you.

It has been my absolute honour to serve Archbishop Hickey and Monsignor Keating whom I admire and 
respect so much. They have dedicated so much of their time and themselves to the Cathedral project and 
the Appeal, ever since “the dream was dreamt”. They give credit elsewhere, but I assure you, what has 
been achieved is due to these two great men.

$32.9 million is the total cost of the restoration and completion of St Mary’s Cathedral. 

YOU have now raised $31.2 million – congratulations!

Monsignor Keating often shares with people the story of when he was a child, being taken to the Cathedral 
by his parents, where he donated a shilling or sixpence he had been given to the (then) Cathedral Appeal. 

Monsignor wanted to be a part of something great, something big. He wanted to be able to say..

 “You know, I helped to build St Mary’s Cathedral”.

Personally, as a small boy, if I’d been given a shilling, I probably would have bought comics or rushed 
to Maggie Moon’s Corner Store for an ice cold coke (glass bottle, paper straw) which is probably why 
Monsignor became Monsignor and me, well, I am not.

Sorry, I digress... my point is that you can proudly stand today and say  
“YOU helped to build St Mary’s Cathedral”. 

However, if we continue to unite, to be generous and give what we can, when we can,  
we will raise the remaining $1.7 million required to successfully complete our appeal.

In doing so... we’ll not only have built St Mary’s Cathedral, we’ll have paid for it too. J

My family and I wish you and your family and loved ones, a very safe, happy and Holy Christmas.  
May God bless and protect you always.

Yours Fraternally,

Brett A Mendez 
Appeal Manager

PS:    Eternal gratitude to the Archdiocesan Finance Office,  
Cathedral Appeal and Church Office Staff  
who have been the engine room of this Appeal... 
thank you all... and thanks for putting up with me.

I/we wish to make a single gift of

I/we wish to make a monthly contribution of each month for a period of months.

My/our total contribution will be

Please Generously Support
“Our”Cathedral Appeal

Address: 61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003 | Telephone: (08) 9427 0322 | Email: admin@stmarysappeal.com.au
National Trust of Australia (WA) | ABN: 83 697 381 616

I/we wish to make an annual gift of each year for a period of years.

My/our total contribution will be

Please sign here to authorise your donation.

Please sign here. Date
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Cathedral Office
25 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000
Telephone:  (08) 9223 1350
Facsimile:  (08) 9221 1716
Email:  cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au 

Cathedral Appeal Office
61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003
Telephone:  (08) 9427 0322
Facsimile:  (08) 9427 0379
Email:  admin@stmarysappeal.com.au 

St Mary’s Cathedral
Perth,  We s t ern  Au s t ra l ia

www.stmarysappeal.com.au
www.perthcatholic.org.au 

www.stmarysappeal.com.au

Weekday Mass Times
Monday to Friday 8:00am

12:10pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday 8.00am

6.00pm (Vigil)
Sunday 8.00am

9.30am
11.00am
5.00pm (Youth Mass)

Reconciliation
Monday to Friday 11.30am to 12.00pm
Saturday 5.00pm to 6.00pm

Welcome to St Mary’s Cathedral, perth
Mass Centres

St Catherine Laboure  
Bedford Avenue, Subiaco

Sunday 8.30am

St Francis Xavier  
Windsor Street, Perth

Sunday 9.30am

Special Christmas Mass Times Inside


