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An Historic Achievement

Archbishop Announces
Appeal Target Reached

Special Announcement
Dear Friends,
I am writing to you with a feeling of great pride and gratitude
to announce to you all that ‘our’ St Mary’s Cathedral
Conservation and Completion Appeal has achieved its
goal of raising $32.9 million to bring the extraordinary
project of restoration and renewal of our Cathedral to a
stunning conclusion. The Cathedral Restoration Appeal
Committee, chaired by Monsignor Michael Keating, Dean
of the Cathedral, communicated this wonderful news to me
recently, informing me that the target was officially reached
on May 13.
While St Mary’s Cathedral is the heart of the Catholic
community in the Archdiocese of Perth, it is also a symbol of
the enduring presence of the Christian faith and imagination
in the wider community as well and a precious part of the
architectural heritage of our magnificent city. Situated in
beautiful surroundings and open each day for public and
private prayer, St Mary’s Cathedral and its surrounding
gardens are a real oasis of peace in our busy city. As well
as those who come to celebrate the sacraments and give
expression to their Catholic faith, so many others find it
a place of reflection and serenity. Visitors to Royal Perth
Hospital call in to say a prayer or light a candle for sick
relatives or friends. City workers take advantage of the
gardens to enjoy some relaxation at lunchtime. Overseas
visitors marvel at the creative and beautiful melding
together of three centuries of different architectural styles.
Passers-by take advantage of the opportunity to spend a
few quiet moments in reflection on their lives. In all these
ways and many more, St Mary’s Cathedral continues to be
a vital and important part of our vibrant city.
Thanks to the extraordinary vision of Emeritus Archbishop
Hickey who took the courageous decision to undertake
this project and thanks to the commitment, energy and
creativity of the Appeal Committee, St Mary’s Cathedral
will continue to be such a place of spiritual renewal and
refreshment for generations to come.
Pre-Restoration

Of course nothing could have been achieved without the
outstanding generosity of so many people who understood
instinctively the importance of the Cathedral, both to the
Catholic community and to the wider community of Perth
and who responded so enthusiastically to the Appeal. When
I arrived in Perth in March of 2012 I was amazed to learn that
so much had already been raised.
When Monsignor Keating and Mr Brett Mendez, Appeal
Manager, explained to me recently that we had reached
our target and were in a position to finally clear the debt on
the Cathedral, I was both astounded and filled with pride.
They did explain to me that there remains a small number
of pledge donations included in our current total, which we
are relying on to be honoured and completed in the near
future. Therefore, whilst our appeal target has been officially
reached, our appeal is not as yet officially closed.
All the hard work, of course, was done before I arrived. Many
people have spoken to me of the wonderful generosity of
our Clergy, our parishes and our Catholic schools, both
primary and secondary. They have informed me too, of
the very generous contributions of the Religious Orders
and Congregations and of other Church organisations
and agencies.
I have been reminded of the extraordinary work done, not just
by Monsignor Keating and his Cathedral Appeal Committees
but also by those who work in the Archdiocesan Finance
Office, the Cathedral and Church Administration Offices,
and by many other groups and individuals. Our beautiful
Cathedral has therefore become for us a tangible sign of the
communion and sense of belonging which characterises the
life of the Church here in Perth. In this sense, as in so many
others, we have a wonderful legacy upon which to build.
I was also particularly struck by the many people who do
not belong to our Catholic community but who contributed
so generously and so willingly to the Appeal. We are very
grateful to you for your support and your assistance. Because
of this, I hope that everyone in Perth will be able to consider
St Mary’s Cathedral as in some way belonging to us all no
matter what our own understanding of faith might be.
When the Appeal was launched, the Cathedral’s completion
and the fundraising appeal were seen as “historic
undertakings”. Re-opening the Cathedral and now finalising
the formal fundraising appeal is indeed an “historic
achievement” of which the Catholic people of Perth and the
whole community, can be justly proud. St Mary’s Cathedral
is one of the “jewels in the crown” of our city, and we are the
envy of many other Catholic communities around the country.
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by Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB

Post-Restoration

The completion of the Cathedral, and the formal closing of
the St Mary’s Cathedral Conservation & Completion Appeal,
brings an exciting project to a wonderful conclusion.
The practical challenge ahead of us is to continue to maintain
the Cathedral and ensure that it remains the beautiful and
inspiring place of reflection, prayer and welcome which it
has become. Our capacity to do this will depend on the
ongoing generosity of our own Catholic people and the
wider community, who, I hope, will continue to assist us as
we seek to meet the significant annual running costs and
the necessary conservation work which lies ahead. Your
ongoing support will be greatly appreciated.
I will never forget the evening in March 2012 when I was
officially Installed as the new Archbishop of Perth. In the
Catholic tradition this Installation marks the moment when
the Archbishop “takes possession” of his Cathedral.

I felt then and feel even more strongly now, that St Mary’s is
not really my Cathedral: rather it is our Cathedral.
It is a place of beauty, a House of God, a holder of the
deepest hopes and dreams of so many and a witness to
the courage, faith, vision and generosity of the people of
Perth. I am full of admiration and gratitude to all of you who
have been a part of this historic achievement. Thank you
all so much.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB
Archbishop of Perth

Restoration
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Appeal Chairman’s

Dear Friends
The Archbishop’s announcement that
our ‘St Mary’s Cathedral Conservation
& Completion Appeal’ target of
$32.9 million has been reached, is
indeed cause for joyous celebration.
Whilst this result includes outstanding
pledge donations, we remain confident
all will be fully honoured in time.
I am happy to say that from the magnificent launch of
our Appeal on 15 March 2007 to the Grand Opening of
our beautifully restored Cathedral in December 2009, to
the present day, I have enjoyed immensely my role in the
Cathedral as Dean and fundraiser.
It is with great affection that I look back over the past six
years of our appeal and the Cathedral’s restoration and
reflect on what has been achieved and the remarkable
people I have been fortunate to meet and work with, many
whom I now consider valued friends.

I (now) smile at the memory of the atrocious weather which
threatened our launch to Parish priests and parishioner
representatives at Highgate which failed to dampen the
spirits of those present, as we gathered under marquees
and umbrellas to celebrate and rejoice at the news that our
beloved Cathedral was to finally be completed.
I look back fondly on the (oh so) many tours and functions
we held during the Cathedral’s construction phase;
through winter mud and summer dust and heat, we
welcomed visitors to share in the journey first hand, and
sought their generous support.
Add to this the morning teas, dinners and fundraising
events held by organisations in support of our appeal and
it’s a miracle perhaps my waistline didn’t expand more
during this time.
Yes, all these memories come flooding back.

I recall the extraordinary energy and goodwill generated
by our launch at John XXIII College, enjoyed by over 1000
guests, representatives from every part of the Archdiocese
and community.

But I believe I shall always remember most, the
extraordinary generosity of so many people,
priests and religious - a sign to me of people,
who as Jesus said, “find more joy in giving
than receiving.”

2007 – The Appeal is Launched!

Appeal Patrons Pre-Launch

Demolition Works Commenced

The Knights of the Southern Cross WA – major donors to our appeal
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Reflection and Thanks
I wish to express my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to
everyone who donated to our appeal. The Clergy, Religious
Orders and Associations, parishes and parishioners,
multicultural groups, corporate and community donors…
…Each and every one of you can truly say,
“I helped build the present St Mary’s Cathedral.”
I wish to sincerely thank our Appeal Patrons for honouring
us with their support, and for giving so much of their
time to attend important functions and events. It has
been a great pleasure and we are indebted to you for
your support.
To my Appeal Committee - my hard working and
wonderful Deputy, Maureen Colgan and all the
members of this and other fundraising Committees (too
numerous to list here), thank you all for your service
and for the wonderful memories. Our appeal would
not have been so successful without the expertise
and enthusiasm of Brett Mendez, Appeal Manager.
I thank him sincerely and I enjoyed working with him
very much.

As I see our Cathedral today, with a constant stream of visitors
from all over the world and our lovely multicultural weekend
congregation of about 3000 strong, I am very pleased to be
part of this great work of the Lord. The Cathedral Confessions,
Weddings, Baptisms, First Communions, and Confirmations
all attest to the fact that this is a living, vital community.
I could not let this moment pass of course without reminding
everyone that the ongoing operational costs and annual
conservation needs of St Mary’s Cathedral requires our
collective and ongoing generosity and vigilance.
Let us continue to work together to ensure that the
significant undertaking we achieved by restoring and
completing ‘our’ Cathedral, will be an enduring legacy for
future generations to enjoy.
Thank you all and God bless you.

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral
Chairman, St Mary’s Cathedral Appeal

2009 – The Official Opening of the
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception

Bishop Sproxton gratefully receives the
City of Perth contribution of $275,000
from Lord Mayor Lisa Scaffidi

Mr Greg Gaunt from Lavan Legal
delivers a cheque for $30,000
towards the Cathedral Appeal
The unveiling of the Recognition
Memorial that thanks those who have
supported the Cathedral Appeal
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Monsignor Keating re-enacts Jesus carrying the cross on Good Friday

Contents

The Dean’s Diary
Forthcoming activities and events at St Mary’s Cathedral.
Pg 2

Appeal Chairman’s Reflection and Thanks

Pg 4

‘Class of 1962 Jubilee Mass’

Pg 7

Sat 25th - 11.00am

Mass - Marist Brothers
Celebrating 100 years of Marist Brothers in WA

Sun 26th - 2.00pm

2013 Cathedral Concert Series Concert 1:
Jubilate Deo

Sun 9th - 5.30pm

Community Singing

JUNE

CEO Teachers' Masses

Pg 8

Sat 15th - Sun 16th

Catholic Missions Appeal

Ordination of Fr Victor Lujano

Pg 9

Sat 15th - 2.00pm

Wedding Music Information Afternoon

Chrism Mass
Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
Holy Saturday

6

MAY

Special Announcement by
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB

Weekend Masses

JULY

Pg 10

Thu 25th - 10.00am

Catholic Arts Opening Mass

Pg 11

Sun 4th - 12.15pm

Baptism

Sat 10th - 12.15pm

Baptism

Sat 10th - 3.00pm

Wedding

Tue 13th - Morning Tea

Lifelink Volunteers Morning Tea with
Archbishop Costelloe

Tue 13th - Mass 6.30pm

National Marriage Day

Thu 15th - Mass 6.00pm

Feast of the Assumption

Fri 16th - 6.00pm-10.00pm

WAAPA Concert - Durufle Requiem

Thu 22nd

Fatima Statue

Fri 23rd - 7.30pm

Cathedral Concert Series Concert 2: Innovation

Pg 12

Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord

Pg 13

St Patrick’s Day Mass

Pg 16

The Cross

Pg 17

Everlasting Love

Pg 18

Celebrating First Holy Communions

Pg 19

Preserving & Protecting
St John’s Pro Cathedral

Pg 20

‘Our’ Cathedral Still Needs Your Help!

Pg 22

Please Generously Support
“Our” Cathedral Appeal

Pg 23

August

September
Tue 3rd - 7.00pm

Interment of Archbishop Clune

Thu 5th - Mass 7.00pm

Healing Mass - Fr John Rea

Sun 22nd - Mass 11.00am

Cathedral Choir re-commission

Sun 22nd - 2.00pm

Community Singing

L-R: Fr Peter Byangwa, Monsignor Peter Kenny, Monsignor Michael Keating pictured with present Rector, P Fernando Domingues

‘Class of 1962 Jubilee Mass’
Personal article from Monsignor Michael Keating
Though all known members of the class were invited to
concelebrate, only three were able to be present at the
Mass of 24 January, 2013 in Rome, in the Chapel of the
‘Collegio Urband Di Propananda Fide’
Fr Peter Byangwa – Kampala, Uganda
Monsignor Peter Kenny – Melbourne, Australia
Monsignor Michael Keating – Perth, Australia
Bishop Paul Khorai of Lesotho was also planning to
attend but sadly died on 27 December 2012, five days
after the Jubilee date 22 December 2012.
The present Rector, P Fernando Domingues MCCJ is
of the mould of Mons Felice Cenci and was extremely
welcoming, and had arranged the Mass and Supper on
24 January 2013 for those who could come.
The College presently has 160 students and more
applicants for 2014 than it has places. The students come
mainly from Africa, Asia and other Missionary places.
There are no Australians or Americans or Europeans as
before. There are several “Formators” and Vice Rectors
assisting the Rector. There are some Indian Sisters who
help in the kitchen and elsewhere, but the meals are
catered for.
The Chapel is much the same, but there is now a Chapel
for Blessed Cardinal John Henry Newman, ex-student of
the College. The grounds of the College are considerably
changed and the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda has his
residence on the College grounds and Monsignor Peter

24th
Jan
Kenny and Monsignor Michael Keating met him on the day
of the Mass. Some Swiss Guards were using the College
Sporting Facilities as well as students of the College.
The Mass at 6.30pm was concelebrated. Monsignor Peter
Kenny was the main Celebrant with Fr Peter Byangwa,
Mons Michael Keating, Fr Rector and many of the staff
concelebrating. The Liturgy was excellently guided by a
Vietnamese Deacon and several students. The singing
was very good, led by student musicians.
The Mass opened with words of welcome and very loud
applause from the students. The spirit of the College is very
good. The three ex-alumni celebrating in Rome presented
the College with a new Thurifer and boat as part of their
jubilee gift. After the joyful Mass in which the students
in the traditional College Soutane and Sash minus the
tricky white collars previous generations of students had
to learn to put on, participated with robust responses and
singing and then a meal was shared together.
A special Jubilee cake had been prepared and the
students all had cake and Spumante. A wonderful night
and one to remember.
All the class of 1962, alive or deceased were remembered.
It was an emotional night for Mons Peter Kenny, Fr Peter
Byangwa and Mons Michael Keating as they celebrated
the Mass in the Chapel in which they were ordained.
“Sacerdotium, Crux et Martyrium, Pax et Gaudum”, which
translates as, “Priesthood, Cross and Martyrdom, Peace
and Joy” was the motto of the Class of 1962.
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CEO Teachers' Masses

12th26th
Feb

The Catholic Education Office celebrated its annual
Commissioning Masses for Teachers and Staff at
St Mary’s Cathedral again this year.
The five Masses, held on the 12th, 14th, 20th, 21st and 26th
of February, were attended by 1000 staff at each Mass, who
were representatives from Catholic schools throughout the
Metropolitan area in the Archdiocese of Perth.
Auxiliary Bishop Donald Sproxton was the Celebrant for each
Mass, which were concelebrated by priests from across the
Archdiocese. So many of those attending commented on
the beautiful and prayerful liturgies, and the beautiful music
provided by the St Mary’s Cathedral Choir.
In his Welcoming Address, Dr Tim McDonald, Director, Catholic
Education Office of Western Australia said:
“It is my pleasure to welcome you to our liturgy today. I especially
welcome Bishop Don Sproxton as our main Celebrant. His
presence with us reminds us of the role we share in serving the
mission of the Church within the Archdiocese of Perth. I also
welcome all concelebrating priests.
Our Mass today brings us together as a community of faith that
shares one vision for Catholic education. This vision commits us
to work together to create environments that enhance learning,
nurture young people and empower them to live the Catholic
faith in the spirit of Jesus.
Today we welcome staff new to Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese of Perth. We pray that they be enthused and
empowered – and that they receive the support they need - to
actively live the vision of Catholic Education as they minister
to students, parents, colleagues and others in their school and
parish community.
In 2013 our vision for Catholic Education focuses on our most
important shared activity:
Building communities centred on prayer,
stillness and reflection.
May we welcome our new staff and celebrate our Eucharist
today knowing we are privileged to share in this sacred work of
creating environments where what we say, what we do, what we
are and what we aspire to, speak of the presence of the living
God” said Dr McDonald.
Staff were invited to gather for hospitality service in the Cathedral
Parish Centre following each Mass.
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Rev Victor lies prostrate while the assembly invoke all the saints of heaven to guide the newly ordained.

8th
March

Ordination of Fr Victor Lujano
On Friday evening March the eighth, Rev Victor Lujano was ordained
a diocesan missionary priest by the Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB,
Archbishop of Perth. In his homily, the Archbishop said Fr Lujano’s presence
was a function of God’s “extraordinary fidelity”.
“As each of us looks back on our own, sometimes puzzling and surprising,
and perhaps sometimes disappointing story: we will see… that it is the
extraordinary faithfulness of God which is that common thread running
through the ups and downs of our lives,” said His Grace.
Joining hundreds of the faithful from the Archdiocese were Victor’s mother
and one of his sisters from Barinas, Venezuela as well as four brothers and
sisters of his Neocatechumenal community from St Francis Parish, Barinas.
The parishioners of Good Shepherd Parish Lockridge, where Fr Victor served
as a Deacon and now as Assistant Priest, joined together to bring Fr Victor’s
mother and sister to Perth.
Fr Victor was formed in the Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary Redemptoris
Mater. During his time of formation he completed a Bachelor of Theology
at Notre Dame University. He walks with a Neocatechumenal community in
St Gerard Majella Parish to give him the opportunity to continue to grow in
Faith and serve the Church.
The many young people from these communities, with their guitars, violins
led the assembly in joyful hymns of praise. After the Ordination, a sumptuous
supper was provided in the Cathedral Parish Centre.
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Easter at St Mary’s Cathedral

Chrism Mass

26th
March

In what was reported as the largest attendance
at any Chrism Mass in Australia, more than
200 Archdiocesan Priests concelebrated with
Archbishop Costelloe as he Blessed the Oils
used in the Sacraments.
In Holy Week, the Bishop, joined by the Priests
of the Diocese, gather at the Cathedral to
celebrate the Chrism Mass. This Mass manifests
the unity of the Priests with their Bishop.
The Bishop blesses three oils which will be
used in the administration of the Sacraments
throughout the Diocese for the year.
The Oils used are:
- the Oil of Catechumens (oleum
catechumenorum or oleum sanctorum),
- the Oil of the Infirm (oleum infirmorum)
- and Holy Chrism (sacrum chrisma)
The Mass was followed by a wonderful supper
which was generously prepared and served by
Cathedral Parishioners to more than 300 guests.
Photographs courtesy of The Record Newspaper
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Thursday of the Lord’s Supper

28th
Mar

The Holy Thursday liturgy, celebrated in the evening because Passover began
at sundown, shows both the worth God ascribes to the humility of service and
the need for cleansing with water in the Mandatum or washing, as in Jesus'
washing the feet of His disciples and in the priest's stripping of the Altar.
Cleansing, gave this day of Holy Week the name Maundy Thursday.
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe presided and the Cathedral Priests
concelebrated at the Mass. Bishop Donald Sproxton followed the example of
Jesus and washed the feet of twelve people.
A special collection was held in support of Project Compassion.
Photographs courtesy of The Record Newspaper
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Easter at St Mary’s Cathedral
30th
Mar

Holy Saturday
Parishioners, Priests, Family and Friends, packed
St Mary’s Cathedral to near capacity, as they joined to
joyfully witness Archbishop Costelloe baptise 18 adults,
and receive into the Church 4 others who had already
been baptised in other Christian traditions.
The Archbishop proceeded to Confirm all 22, who then
had the honour of receiving their First Communion from
His Grace.
This moving ceremony commenced outside the
Cathedral, with the Blessing of the Fire, lighting of the
Paschal Candle, and solemn entry into the Cathedral.
The Paschal Candle with “2013’ inscribed, was displayed
for all to see next to the Baptismal Font.
Photographs courtesy of The Record Newspaper
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Easter at St Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord

31st
March

Note: We unfortunately were unable to access
photographs of Easter Sunday at the Cathedral
however we have provided these beautiful images
from the Good Friday Service to share with you.
Enormous crowds flocked to every Mass held
at St Mary’s Cathedral on Easter Sunday.
It was wonderful to see so many families coming
to celebrate and give thanks for the Resurrection
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
All the children who attended were delighted to
be called forward to receive a gift of Easter Eggs
from the Cathedral priests.
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‘Carrying & Veneration of the Cross’ on Good Friday

15

St Patrick’s Day Mass

16th
March

The Annual St Patrick’s Day Mass was held on the Eve of The
Feast Day of St Patrick, patron saint of Ireland.
The Mass was well attended with 500 to 600 in attendance.
There was an Entrance Procession of Banners with
representatives from Irish religious, sporting and community
groups as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Australian Irish Dancing Association
Christian Brothers
Sisters of St John of God
Sisters of Mercy
Dominican Sisters
Presentation Sisters
Loreto Sisters
The Irish Club of WA
The Celtic Club
Irish Theatre Players
Gaelic Athletic Association of WA
Perth Rose of Tralee
Australian-Irish Heritage Association
Shamrock Rovers FC
Irish Golf Club
Irish Expats Golden Oldies Rugby Union Club
The Claddagh Association of WA
Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann
Irish Families in Perth

Photographs courtesy of Joseph Borges
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Four dancers from The Australian Irish Dancing Association.

The 2012 Perth Rose of Tralee
reading the “General
Intercessions”

The Cross

Fred and Fiona Rea’s
Irish Music Group.

The two beams of wood are set on the wall:
A vertical and horizontal beam.
They fuse, and jointly make their call,
A symbol to carry the Christian dream.

The vertical, the Fatherhood of God;
The other beam, the Brotherhood of Man.
The Son, dying upon a cross; how odd!
The Resurrection, the redeeming plan.

The message is there: a meaning for pain,
For hardship and struggle; as striving we bear.
The Cross a victory, a circuit to gain,
A source of blessings, abundant to share.

The former Consul General of Ireland, Michael
Nolan reading the St Patrick’s Day Message
from the President of Ireland. The Celebrant Fr
Laurence Murphy SDS is in the background.

A spurning Glance, it’s nonsense some folks say,
A year or three before they kneel to pray.

By Roland Fernandez
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23rd
March

E verl a sting Love
On a glorious day, surrounded by 120 family and friends, supported by
6 bridesmaids and groomsmen, Elissa Stalley and Steven Clements
were married in a beautiful ceremony at St Mary’s Cathedral.
The bride looked stunning in a Maggie Sottero designed dress styled
with a fitted bodice featuring beautiful bead work with layers of tulle
full continuing into a train, whilst the groom looked handsome in a
traditional black suit.
When asked for her memories of the happy day, Elissa said:
“My husband Steven and I were married at St Mary’s Cathedral by
Monsignor Michael Keating. We had a beautiful nuptial Mass and
were blessed with perfect weather. The Cathedral organ and singer
sounded incredible. It was a truly touching ceremony.
The Cathedral will always be a very special place to us; it was a day
we will never forget”
Mr and Mrs Clements honeymooned in Thailand, visiting Koh Samui
and Phuket.
We wish them much joy and happiness and God’s continued
blessings in their life together.
Photographs courtesy of Leanne Clements Photography
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28th
April

Celebrating

First Holy Communions

Joined by family and friends and
those attending Mass on this
Sunday, 12 children celebrated
their First Holy Communion at
St Mary’s Cathedral. All bar one of
the children attend Catholic schools
within the Archdiocese.
A highlight for the congregation was
the participation of Mrs Sheelah Alice
Rudman, who is in her 100th year.
Monsignor Keating invited 99-year old
Mrs Rudman onto the Sanctuary during
his homily, telling the children that the
St Mary's parishioner had made her
first Holy Communion in 1924 at St
Joseph's Church in Northam.
"She's been a good Catholic ever since;
isn't that a good example?" Monsignor
asked the children.

An interesting connection with the Cathedral is that Mrs Rudman was Secretary
to Michael Cavanagh, Architect of the Gothic Section of the Cathedral which
was completed and opened solemnly in 1930 by Archbishop Clune.
Mrs Rudman added her own words of wisdom for the children's benefit,
saying, "there is nothing like the Catholic Religion”.
Monsignor Keating also introduced to the congregation Mrs Kath Jaques,
grandmother of first Holy Communicant, Rosie Jaques. Monsignor Keating said
that he and Mrs Jaques received their first Holy Communion together in 1947 at
St Joseph's Church, Subiaco.

Acknowledgement: Some of the information, text and images used in the
above article were supplied courtesy of The Record Newspaper.
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Preserving & Protecting St John’s Pro Cathedral
- An Historical Imperative
The land on which the Church of St John the Evangelist
was built was assigned to Rev Father John Brady, Vicar
General of the Swan River Colony, by Governor Hutt within
days of Fr Brady’s arrival in Perth on 8 December 1843.
Construction commenced on the Feast of St John the
Evangelist on 27 December 1843 with the Foundation
stone laid. A trench was dug and the first Foundation Stone
laid on 16 January 1844. At the ceremony, parishioners
placed money and pledges on the stone to help pay for
the Pro Cathedral.
The Church officially opened on 26 January 1844 and is
recorded as the second oldest building in the Perth CBD. St
John’s became the first Cathedral of the Catholic Church
in Western Australia when Perth was erected a Diocese
by Pope Gregory XVI on 6 May 1845, and Fr Brady was
appointed the first Bishop and consecrated on 18 May 1845.

It served as the Cathedral of Perth until St Mary’s Cathedral
was completed in 1865.
It has functioned for most of its history as a Catholic
school and indeed was the first Catholic school in Western
Australia, pre-dating the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy in
1846. The first teacher was Fr John Joostens.
The Pro Cathedral has undergone extensive modifications
to its fabric over the years, including extensions in length
and the addition of north and south “lean-tos” at the east
end of the building, which served variously as classrooms
and accommodation for Bishop Brady.
Today, the Pro Cathedral is badly in need of repair and urgent
restoration, lest this historical link to the very foundation of
the Catholic Church in Western Australia be lost.
Serious deterioration has occurred to the building due to
rising and falling damp, the result of poor conservation
practices over the past 40 years where Portland cement
has been used as a render over mortar and bricks.
Consequently, the render has not allowed the mortar and
bricks to “breathe” which naturally occurs in mortar that
does not contain Portland cement. The cement render
acts like a wick and draws moisture up from the ground to
a height of approximately 1.8 metres.

Photograph of the Pro Cathedral taken circa early 1860s
from the Stone Collection / WA State Library.
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Lotterywest recently provided a grant of $59,000 to assist
with the restoration works, stating at that time, that the
Commission “values the State’s unique heritage and
provides grants to conserve, protect, explain and share
various aspects of our heritage”.

Recent archaeological studies undertaken by Rev Fr Robert
Cross, discovered that the original roof eves extended out
further to the north and south than they currently do.
The fact that they were cut back in more recent restoration
work could be a major contributing factor to the falling damp
problems. Another archaeological discovery has been that
the windows have changed radically over the years and the
intent is to restore them to their original dimensions.
Fr Cross said “Additional works will be required after this
initial phase to bring the Pro Cathedral back to what we see
in the 1860s photo. For example, the metal roof which will
remain for now, will hopefully be replaced by shingles as
it was originally. It is also hoped to develop a “city pocket
park” on the south side of the Pro Cathedral”.
Monsignor Keating, Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral who is
responsible for the Pro Cathedral said:

“We are yet to determine the overall cost for these vital
conservation and preservation works, but we believe it will
be upwards of $200,000. We have been so grateful to the
Lotterywest for its wonderful support, and of course the
Archdiocese will be making a valuable contribution.
But we hope that people in our Catholic and general
community will get behind this project. Donations at this
stage will not be tax deductible but we will be discussing
this with the National Trust of WA in the near future. For
now, we will be counting on the generosity and the support
of those who have a desire to see our heritage conserved,
and our Church’s historic treasures preserved” said
Monsignor Keating.
The Pro Cathedral has not been in use since the
commencement of heritage works about a year ago. It is
hoped that it will be returned to liturgical service as soon
as possible, for Masses with small congregations and
perhaps for intimate wedding ceremonies.

Editor’s Note: Anyone interested in providing gifts in support of the Pro Cathedral project are invited to contact the
Cathedral Office on telephone: 9233-1351
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‘Our’ Cathedral Still Needs Your Help!
A special message from the Dean
Following the major restoration and completion works undertaken
at St Mary’s Cathedral, it may come as a shock for you to learn that
URGENT CONSERVATION WORK is still required on the walls of a large section
of the original 1865 Cathedral.
As visitors to the Cathedral can see with their own eyes, shown here in the photos
above and below, salt and damp damage is abundantly evident. This has been
an significant problem for more than 70 years, which has never been successfully
resolved, not even during our most recent efforts.
To be fair, the problem has been an extremely complex one to fix.
Water continues to be drawn from externally, seeping into and out of the walls. This then causes the staining,
plaster damage and the need for us to continually re-apply paint.
After much research, a solution has been discovered using age old traditional methods. I am delighted
to report that over the last nine months, a successful treatment has been experimentally applied to one
particularly damaged section.
To treat the remaining damage in the Porch, Narthex and the adjoining rooms, is a arduous and expensive
task, which will take approximately twelve months to complete.
It will cost in the vicinity of $250,000, which presently, we simply don’t have available.
We need financial help to fix this unsightly problem once and for all.
I ask for your generous support.

Rev Monsignor Michael Keating
Dean, St Mary’s Cathedral.
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Please Generously Support
“Our” Cathedral Appeal

I/we wish to make an annual gift of

each year for a period of

years.

each month for a period of

months.

My/our total contribution will be
I/we wish to make a single gift of
I/we wish to make a monthly contribution of
My/our total contribution will be

Please sign here to authorise your donation.
Please sign here.

Date

Please provide a tax deductible receipt in the following name

Address: 61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003 | Telephone: (08) 9427 0322 | Email: admin@stmarysappeal.com.au
National Trust of Australia (WA) | ABN: 83 697 381 616
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Welcome to St Mary’s Cathedral, perth
Weekday Mass Times
Monday to Friday

Weekend Masses
Saturday

8.00am
6.00pm (Vigil)
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
5.00pm (Youth Mass)

Sunday

Mass Centres

8:00am
12:10pm

St Catherine Laboure
Bedford Avenue, Subiaco
Sunday

8.30am

St Francis Xavier
Windsor Street, East Perth
Sunday

9.30am

Reconciliation
Monday to Friday
Saturday

11.15am to 12.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm

St Mary’s Cathedral

P ert h , W e s t er n Au s t r a l i a
Cathedral Office
25 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000
Telephone:
(08) 9223 1350
Facsimile:
(08) 9221 1716
Email:
cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au

Cathedral Appeal Office
61 Fitzgerald Street, Northbridge WA 6003
Telephone:
(08) 9427 0322
Facsimile:
(08) 9427 0379
Email:
admin@stmarysappeal.com.au

www.perthcatholic.org.au
www.stmarysappeal.com.au
www.stmarysappeal.com.au

